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in the hope that they and their descendants, as
well as all their contemporaries,
may inherit a better world.







The Spirit itself beareth witness with
our spirit, that we are the children of
God: And if children, then heirs; heirs
ofGod. ..

—Paul, Romans 8:16-17
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HEIRS
OF THE GODS

A SPACE AGE INTERPRETATION
OF THE BIBLE



CHAPTER 1

GENESIS

It was one of those enchanted afternoons in late antumn.
The warm California sun drenched the white dunes and long
ribbon of beach. Scores of small sailing craft and yachts danced
on the rippling waters of Newport Harbor.

We had driven down from Los Angeles to attend a business
meeting, and because we had left early we had missed a call
canceling it at the last minute. As we crossed the bridge, over-
looking the harbor, I tumed to Vivianne and said, “We might
as well stay over. I just don’t feel like driving back.”

Later in the motel I switched on the television and Vivianne
picked up “What's Happening in Newport,” a weekly cal-
endar. As she did so her eye was attracted by a plainly bound
book underneath it. She laid the calendar aside and began to
tumm the pages of a Gideon Bible.

We had both been reared in conservative Christian homes
—I a Nazarene and she a Seventh-Day Adventist—and we had
both grown away from our early fundamentalist training and
beliefs.

Years of teaching philosophy and an equally long practice
as a clinical psychologist had left me with a willingness to be-
lieve only what can be rationally proved or supported by scien-
titc evidence. The beliefs of my early childhood seldom
crossed my mind. The imminence of Christ’s return to set up
an earthly kingdom no longer preoccupied me or governed my
plans as it did those among whom I had grown up. When
I did think of these matters I regarded them at best as useful
myths and at worst as childish superstitions. While I still
recognized the value of religion as a social institution, I felt
the fundamental beliefs of my childhood must be rejected by
enlightened men and women in the twentieth century.

Vivianne had outgrown her early faith in a similar man-
ner. A modeling career in her late teens had taken her to the
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high fashion centers of New York and Paris. A later career in
acting carried her from a studio contract in Hollywood to
Broadway. However, though she had rejected her childhood
beliefs, her life, even with a successful career, was not meeting
her deepest needs.

During our life together we had sometimes spoken of
religion and our early backgrounds. Several times we had even
visited our families’ churches on special occasions. But for both
of us there was no going back. Our view of things left no place
for the mainstays of folk religion—belief in magic, miracles,
the supernatural and the idea of a close control over our
destinies by an all-knowing and all-powerful personal God.

As Vivianne leafed through the pages of the Bible, she
~ suddenly sat up. It had fallen open to the account, in Revela-
Hion 22, of the tree of life which stands in the midst of the
city from which Christ is to rule his eventual kingdom.

After looking it over for a moment she turned to me. “Lee,
what do you think the tree of life really was?” I was absorbed
in an old war movie and reluctant to be interrupted. Without
really thinking I started to give the sort of answer I had often
given in class when asked about religious matters.

I started to tell her that it was a symbol from Babylonian
mythology which the Hebrews had borrowed—a curious bit
of folklore which referred to nothing real except, perhaps,
man’s eternal yearning for his most impossible dream—immor-
tality. But something in her expression stopped me. I said
nothing, and she went on. “Suppose von Diniken is right?
Suppose God and the angels were actually astronauts from
another world? I'm wondering if they had already discovered
the way to stop aging and to live forever, Perhaps the tree of life
was something that helped them become immortal.”

We had both recently read Erich von Diniken’s Chariots
of the Gods? Suppose—just suppose—astronauts from a very
advanced civilization had visited us long ago before history
began. The idea is not so improbable, since we are planning to
visit other worlds in the near future ourselves, and are already
exploring the moon and our nearer planets, If their visit had
occurred before history began, the only record would be in
myths or legends—myths and legends like those in the Bible.
And to the writers of the Bible, astronauts from a civilization
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thousands, or even millions, of years in advance of our own
might appear exactly as God and the angels appear in the
Bible. They would live according to natural laws, but the use
they would make of those laws would seem supematural. They
could doubtless transport whole communities across the
reaches of interstellar space as easily as we can take an auto-
mobile trip across country. For them, healing “incurable
diseases” or extending life would probably be no more difficult
than for us to cure a headache or treat a common cold. They
could probably resurrect the dead from the smallest samples of
their remains or even genetic records made while they were
living. By such means they could, perhaps, even restore the
dead population of an entire planet as easily as we can tumn
radio or television sets off an assembly line,

I knew that some of our most serious astronomers are sug-
gesting that this basic idea underlying some science fiction is
true. I had read the Rand Corporation’s Stephen Dole,? who
claims there may be as many as 640 million inhabited planets
in our own galaxy. Carl Sagan,® the famous Comell astron-
omer, believes as many as a million of these may have advanced
civilizations—some hundreds of thousands, or even millions,
of years in our technological future, If such civilizations do
exist and did begin space exploration thousands of years ago
(as we are planning to do now), is it not possible one of them,
at least, did come here? And if they had the capability of
traveling the vast reaches of interstellar space to our world, is it
not likely they had advanced capabilities in other fields, such
as medicine and biology?

As 1 expressed these thoughts we both experienced a sud-
den flashback. It was a picture of the DNA helix—that
mysterious, intertwining double chain of sugar and phosphate
molecules which lies at the center of every cell in our body.
We had recently read the thrilling account of how Watson
and Crick had won the Nobel Prize for deciphering the mean-
ing of its sequences of bases—the code which contains the
blueprint for every organ of every living thing. We had visited
Cambridge University, where they had placed a wire-and-
plastic model of the DNA helix at the center of their labora-
tory. As we discussed it now, we visualized its spiraling arms
sprouting the twiglike projections of bases. It did, indeed, look
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like a tree. Could some perfected version of this device be the
“tree of life” spoken of in the Bible? Did astronauts from an-
other world place it, as Watson and Crick had at Cambridge,
in the center of a laboratory where they had produced an ex-
perimental creation including modern man?

A perfected model of this sort might well contain the key
to the process of aging and the secret for achieving immor-
tality. We recalled reading that our own gerontologists are
already experimenting with feeding, or injecting, nucleic acids
(the basis of DNA) into animals to repair their old DNA
which has been damaged or has worn out.

'We had read a report by Dr. Hans Kugler, at Roosevelt Uni-
versity, who has extended the life span of mice by as much as
200% using nucleic-acid ingestions. We remembered his star-
tling conclusion that we can extend human life indefinitely
by preventing cellular malfunctioning and that maybe someday
we will even “be able to live forever.”* We recalled that Dx.
John Bjorksten,® one of the world’s leading authorities on aging,
had recently speculated that an 800-year life span for humans
is possible—800 years, by curious coincidence, being the ap-
proximate average age attributed, in the Bible, to Adam and
Eve and their immediate descendants! How did the writers of
the Bible, thousands of years ago, arrive at the same approx-
imate life-span limit as Dr. Bjorksten had? We suddenly real-
ized that if serious medical researchers are talking this way now,
then there is nothing unreasonable about the idea that an alien
civilization, advanced to our level millions of years ago, might
have a real “tree of life” and might be able to produce immor-
tality by eating from it. As I explored ideas with Vivianne
our excitement mounted. We began to see that our attempts
to apply space age science to the interpretation of this age-old
mystery in the Bible might work with other puzzling references
it contains. In fact, as we continued to talk and explore pas-
sages far into the night, we saw, before we finally fell asleep,
that we might just have stumbled onto a brand-new approach
to the real meaning of the Scriptures—an approach which we
now think of as the space age interpretation of the Bible.

The cancelled business meeting and that unexpected holi-
day launched us on 2 search which has continued to the pres-
ent. After five years it is still going on.
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In the process we have discovered a new meaning in the
Bible—a meaning which could not have been understood be-
fore the last half of the twentieth century. It is a meaning and
a message for space-age man. To our surprise, though the
meaning is different from the one we were taught as children,
the message is the same. We have arrived at an outlook
astonishingly close to the fundamentalist teaching of our child-
hood. Through our knowledge of where our own science is
heading and careful study of the original Hebrew and Greek
texts of the Bible, we have discovered that the age-old doc-
trines of orthodox Judeo-Christianity are true. Not in some
“pie in the sky” or supemnatural or mystical way, but literally;
here and now and in a completely natural and scientific sense.
The evidence of their truth is in the Bible and modem science.

The Bible is a record of the most important event in the
history of mankind—the coming of the Celestials and their
continuing role in human destiny! It is essentially a historical
record which describes these events literally and truthfully.
They were actually here, and we are their creation, or rather
re-creation. They have monitored and guided our development
and intend to return, in the near future, to colonize our planet,
Many of us will live to see their return.

In the Bible they have imparted a plan according to which
they wish us, their heirs, to live. Those who have done so,
throughout the ages, will be re-created {or restored to life)
upon their return.

They and the righteous who are alive at that time will
receive the inheritance which they have planned for us—full
acceptance, as citizens, in a utopian civilization to be estab-
lished here on earth. With citizenship will go another gift—
the most imporant they have to offer. This is the gift of eternal
life, which will enable us, their heirs, to enjoy their heritage
forever.

Five years ago the statements I have just made would have
seemed sheer nonsense to us. The search through which we
have gone has now convinced us of their truth. The evidence
which has convinced us is in the chapters which follow and in
the Scriptures with which they deal.

We have been astonished by what we have discovered upon
careful examination of the Hebrew and Greek texts. Dozens of
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passages, in almost every book of the Bible, provide over-
whelming evidence that its writers had knowledge of a civiliza-
tion far in advance of our own today.

There are countless references to spacecraft of advanced
design—some recognizably similar to ones now on our drawing
boards at NASA. There are detailed descriptions of nuclear
propulsion and explosions, closed-circuit television, laser
weapons, the artificial synthesis of life and the uses of energy
forms our most advanced scientists are only now beginning to
suspect. More startling still is the result-of investigations we
have made into the fossil record, which, combined with clues
given in the Scriptures, support our belief that we are the
result of an experiment in genetic engineering. Man is the
major artifact—the most convincing proof-—that they were
here.

We are their re-creation and could not have emerged by
biological evolution alone. We contain the Celestials” imprint,
or signature. As the Bible puts it, we were made in their image.
And it is an unearthly image possessed by no other animal on
this planet. Only within the last quarter-century have natural-
ists and anthropologists begun to appreciate just how unearthly
that image is. In the pages ahead we will examine this evidence
of :Jlnan’s strangeness—the evidence that we are “heirs of
GO .”



CHAPTER 11

INVASION

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:
and then shall all the tribes of the earth moum, and they
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

—Matthew 24:30-31

TrE DAy THE WORLD ENDED

On October 30, 1938, Orson Welles created a virtual na-
tional emergency by broadcasting a radio version of H. G.
Wells” novel War of the Worlds. The story, presented as a
series of news bulletins, interrupted what seemed to be a live
broadcast of music by a popular dance band of the period.
Its announcements of aliens from another world landing in
New Jersey and invading New York were accepted as actual
news by a large part of the listening audience.

The most remarkable thing about the near-catastrophe pro-
duced by the broadcast is that Americans, almost half a century
ago, had no difficulty believing that beings from another
world could invade the earth and were actually deing so. This
fact raises an interesting question. If similar evidences of ex-
traterrestrial invasion were to suddenly confront us today, what
would our reaction be, now that the space age has fully ar-
rived?

Many of us now living will have the chance to answer this
question, in the near future, when we live through an actual
conquest of our planet by aliens from another world. This
conquest, by beings from a civilization far superior to our
own, is predicted throughout the Bible. The quotation heading
this chapter is one of the most dramatic descriptions the Bible
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gives of it. And the Bible tells us this invasion will occur during
the lifetime of those who see the founding of the rebom
state of Israel—an event which occurred in 1948.

A conquest by a civilization millions or even billions of
years ahead of us in sophistication would be unlike any con-
quest the world has ever known. Even the European invasion
of the New World in the Renaissance and the experience of
South Pacific islanders in World War II offer no real parallels.

The cultural shock of Indians who had never seen a gun
or a white man must have been great when the conquistadors
first appeared in the ancient Indian empires. The disbelief of
New Guinean natives must have been even greater when
they first experienced artillery fire and saw aircraft land. But
though these invasions were by aliens with godlike powers,
there were limitations. The conquistadors were vulnerable to
Indian arrows; they could be captured and killed or evaded.
Japanese and Allied soldiers were mortal. It was possible to
hide from them and even to negotiate by offering aid and
assistance.

But what would it be like to find the world completely
under alien control before our detection signals could wam
us or defenses be activated?

How would we react to.otherworldly invaders with techno-
logical powers that could not be resisted; who could neutralize
encrgy sources and jam communications throughout the
world from the moment they landed, and who could even
monitor the actions and thoughts of every person on our
planet? Would we rebel at the future shock of suddenly
finding ourselves under the rule of a highly moral occupying
force that could and would absolutely suppress all wrong-
doing, crime and warfare; an occupying force that would use
its inconceivable powers in ethical ways to establish a utopian
society here on earth, climinating poverty, disease and even
death? Or would we gladly submit to the rule of invading
benefactors who could accomplish resurrection of the dead
and even confer immortality on the living who qualified for
inclusion in their civilization as fellow citizens?

Imagine with us, for a little while, what it will be like
to live through this experience as we foresee it from hints
given in the Bible. We are told, by its writers, that it will
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occur when people least expect it and without warning, as
invasions usually do. One day you will be watching a favorite
television program or rushing to an important meeting or
lying asleep in bed.

Suddenly a trumpetlike voice will shatter your quiet. It will
seem to come from nowhere and everywhere at once. “I am
the Lord God of the Celestials! In their name I hereby take
absolute control of the planet Earth!”
~ The voice will seem to come from far away, yet it will have

the power of 10,000 loudspeakers. It will penetrate to the
deepest recesses of buildings and to the most remote and
isolated areas like a peal of thunder. And like thunder it will
seem to come from somewhere in the sky. When you hear it,
like millions of others, vou will probably rush out of doors, or
pull over in your car and get out to see what is happening. Or,
if you are one of the fortunate ones qualified for full citizen-
ship in this new civilization, you may suddenly, and in the
twinkling of an eye, find yourself in a totally different place
from where you were before—with thousands of others like
you, assembled on a great plain awaiting some kind of an-
nouncement or instructions.

If you are in the first group you will look around as you
reach the outdoors or get out of your car. A strange sight will
greet you. People will be collecting everywhere as the streets
fill up. Others will be peering out of windows or standing in
half-open doorways. Cars will be coming to a halt anywhere
and everywhere, with occupants leaning out the windows or
standing beside them. And everywhere people will be looking
toward the sky.

All at once it will light up as though a gigantic flash of
lightning had streaked it from east to west. Its brightness will
be more dazzling than the noonday sun. And, as you watch, its
curvature will take on the opacity of a television screen. There,
in staggering dimensions which stretch from horizon to
horizon, an image will suddenly appear. It will be a gigantic
figure with a human face, and as the trumpetlike voice con-
tinues, you will see its lips are moving.

In a quiet, unemotional voice it will continue: “All previ-
ously existing governments are now dissolved, and all rights
and powers exercised under them are hereby suspended.” As
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you listen, you will take in the glistening spacesuit of the figure
and the complicated panels of the control room which seem to
surround it. It may even strike you as odd that, though its
language sounds foreign, you can understand everything it is
saying.

But even as these thoughts cross your mind the import of
its ominous message will push them aside and rivet your atten-
tion. “Those of you who prepared for our coming have already
been teleported to Jerusalem, where our holy space city has
landed. From there they will be sent to stations throughout
the earth to assist in setting up our new, provisional govern-
ment.”

Of course, if you are one of those who prepared, you will
not hear this part of the message—you will be experiencing it.
On a vast plain somewhere outside Jerusalem, you will be
watching and listening to a different version of the sky broad-
cast which will later outline the program you, and the others
surrounding you, will carry out as you zeport to your assigned
stations all over the earth, to bring about the reforms of the
new provisional government. And as you listen you, too, may
be momentarily distracted by the wonder of your own body
as you suddenly discover for the first time in your life what it
feels like to have a perfectly healthy mind functioning in a
completely healthy body—a body changed “in the twinkling
of an eye” into a re-creation of what it was originally intended
to be—no defects, no deterioration, no diseases.

Whichever group you find yourself in, however, and wher-
ever you are, your attention will inevitably be drawn back to
the strange figure in the sky, and, like billions of others in
London, Moscow, Peking, Calcutta, Capetown and all over
the world, you will listen, face upturned, toward the dazzling
sky image.

The voice will continue inexorably: “Those who accept our
rule will find it peaceful and just, but those who oppose us will
be ruled with a rod of iron. All war and evildoing are outlawed,
and my commandments will be enforced throughout your
world.” As these words are spoken the image will fade, and
the sky will retum to its normal color, The clouds will again
be visible. And throughout the world pandemonium will sud-
denly erupt with the fury of a tornado.
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Outside Jerusalem a far different scene will be ocenring.
Here and there, in the great throng of the chosen, exclamations
of surprise and shouts of joy will rise as the formerly deaf
realize they are now hearing; the formerly blind suddenly dis-
cover that they can see. Ex-amputees will leap on restored
limbs, and the resurrected will suddenly grasp that they are
living once again. Then a great hush will fall on the endless
throng of thousands and tens of thousands. As long moments
pass by, an unearthly silence will reign. Then, tentatively at
first and here and there, but growing and joined by tens, then
hundreds, then thousands, a sound of rejoicing will rise. It
will rise, and mount, and swell until it seems to shake the very
earth under the feet of those assembled. It will grow until it
seemns their eardrums must collapse under its impact; yet it
will increase still more until, at last, it inundates the very earth
and sky and drowns them both in a vast tidal wave of rejoicing
and praise that goes on and on, seemingly without end.

Later, as the hours pass, the fate of the two groups will be-
come intertwined. If you are among those not “chosen” you
may sit, numbed and unthinking. After hours of wandering
through panic-desolated streets, you may suddenly and unac-
countably find yourself at home, in front of your TV. Should
you decide to tumn on your television, you will discover every
station is carrying the same program.

The image on the screen will be human but will be wearing
a spacesuit similar to the one you saw in the sky broadcast
eatlier in the day. This speaker is one of the humans chosen to
help in setting up the provisional government. Suddenly, and
with a shock of recognition, you will realize he was a famous
television evangelist who died almost a decade ago.

“In the name of the Lord God of the Celestials I greet you!
Praise his name who has power over death. I have come back
from the grave to administer the provisional government for
the United States Celestial Command. Do not be afraid. Re-
main in your homes. Tomorrow you will receive instructions
by TTC, the worldwide Thought Transference Communica-
tions System. Each of you will receive instructions in the form
of imposed thought patterns which will tell you where to
report for registration and assignment to duties. Do not at-
tempt to evade registration and assignment. Qur communica-
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tions system makes it possible to monitor and process data on
the thoughts of every human on this planet. There is no place
to hide....”

As your initial shock wears off, you may feel a sense of
outrage. You're a person—not some dumb animal! You won’t
submit to this dictatorship with its rigmarole of registration
and assignment, and its monitoring of people’s thoughts.

Perhaps you will grab up a few essentials and rush out to
your car. Everywhere there will be signs of social breakdown
and chaos.

As you near the on-ramp of an outbound freeway your
motor will suddenly falter and die. Glancing down at your gas
gauge, you may discover it still shows half full. Up ahead
people will be getting out of other stalled vehicles, looking
toward the center of the city. As you strain to see what has
captured their attention, you will discover a strange addition to
the landscape. Qutlined against the reddening sky of sunset,
its head framed by ominous clouds of a gathering storm, a tall
metallic object will loom. As a streak of lighining lances the
sky, you will catch a clear view of the object’s details. In the
strobe-light whiteness of the lightning’s glare you will see it
is a strange manlike figure. Towering above many of the com-
mercial buildings clustered around, it will stand like some
gigantic tin woodsman escaped from a movie set. Below it
you will sece a whirr of flashing amber lights, and realize a
cordon of police cars are drawn up around it. Qut of their
midst a finger of light will stab out and flood the inhuman face
of the robot. As the searchlight holds, its head will turn,
cameralike, panning the city. Below the head its tubular chest
and legs will glisten like polished brass as they reflect back the
rays of the powerful arc light. As its gaze sweeps your direction
you will see its eyesockets bumn like ruby lasers. Suddenly, on
its left, a formation of jet fighters will streak in and start to
peel off for an attack. As the lead plane approaches, the mon-
ster’s head will quickly swivel in its direction, and a swordlike
ray will leap from its mouth to envelop the entire surface of
the approaching plane. The craft will suddenly glow incandes-
cently and vanish without a trace. The other planes will bank
steeply and wheel abruptly as they flee back in the direction
from which they came. Once more the head will swivel around
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and, as it scans your direction, you will experience a fecling of
warmth pervading your body. An odd tingling sensation will
radiate from your spine to the tips of your hands and feet and
even to the roots of your hair., With it will come a sudden
sense of drowsiness and an overwhelming desire to get back to
the warmth and safety of home,

As you make your way past the long queue of vehicles,
stalled by the robot’s mysterious powers, you will try to harry
your pace. As in a nightmare your legs will refuse to respond.
Like leaden weights they will drag under you and threaten to
collapse at any moment. And as you stumble along, and the
dampness seeps through to your skin, you will remember, over
and over again, the ominous words of the resurrected evange-
list, “There is no place to hide.”

For those chosen by the Celestials, however, quite another
scene will be unfolding. There, on the great plain, a marvelous
transformation will have taken place. Over toward Jerusalem
and Mount Moriah a vast corona of light will play, seemingly
radiating from a foursquare structure settled at the foot of the
holy mountain. Like some man-made aurora its glowing crown
of shimmering iridescence will play across the whole sky, light-
ing the vast floor of the valley, where thousands upon thou-
sands are still assembled. Its tall spires will stretch toward the
sky, and its domes and arches and splendid roofs will shine in
its own reflected radiance, turning night into day. Far surpass-
ing any earthly structure, its monumental vastness will stretch
almost a mile in every direction and its soaring walls and archi-
tectural embellishments will glisten like a diadem set with the
rarest jewels. Its many gates will stand open and endless
throngs of those assembled will stream in and out, in unend-
ing procession, as the leadership of the redeemed inspect their
future headquarters and capital.

From the farthest stretches of the sky, silvery modules will
slip across the horizon and, in swift silence, streak toward its
lofty spires. Others will rise from its very midst and as swiftly
and silently vanish into the star-studded darkness lying beyond
its corona of light. And from within its walls a great swell of
sound will fill the night, which has ceased to be night, telling
of the celebration within. Laughter and cries of joy will ring
out, and the happy exclamation of greetings and murmur of
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conversation as friends and loved ones long parted meet again.

On the great plain without, the thousands upon thousands
not visiting the city will be celebrating, too, in splendid struc-
tures which have suddenly appeared all over its entire surface,
teleported by the incredible technology of the Celestials.

The vaulted ceilings, transparent as glass, will admit the
radiance of the holy city, reflected by the force field the Celes-
tials will have thrown up around the entire area. This field,
extending almost 1,000 miles from the coast of Palestine to
the Persian Gulf, will define the ultimate boundaries of a new
political state which will include the ever-expanding com-
munity of the redeemed in the years and centuries to come. It
will serve to isolate them from the world without while ensur-
ing a perfect climate within. But in this inner city of the
plain, the greatly expanded and new Jerusalem, these great
mansions, combining sleeping, recreational, celebrational and
dining facilities, will provide for the redeemed chosen for head-
quarters duties. There 144,000 specially sclected leaders will
live out the ages of a 1,000-year millennium while the vast nn-
redeemed populations of the outside nations are ruled with a
rod of iron.

But tonight these vast structures have been instantaneously
erected by the magic of teleportation. In the social and recrea-
tional halls the newly immortal are laughing and embracing
their resurrected loved ones while others dance or sing to the
accompaniment of music broadcast from the holy city. Here
a Harvard professor of philosophy earnestly talks with a quiet,
dignified table partner whom he has just discovered to be the
great Chinese sage Lao-tzn. At the other end of the same table
a nuclear physicist from Stanford turns to introduce himself to
his table partner. And even as the stranger nods his head, sur-
mounted by a magnificent brow, in acknowledgment of the
introduction, the physicist is paralyzed by a shock of recogni-
tion—Sir Isaac Newton! At the far end of another room 2
group of listeners are gathered in attitudes of transported
rapture or dreamy repose around a concert grand. Seated at
-~ the piano, apparently unconscious that there is anything else
in existence, sits a man who needs no introduction. The mus-
cles of his face swell and its veins stand out; the eyes close and
the mouth quivers as a resurrected Beethoven, hearing miracu-
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lously restored, draws tears from the eyes of his listeners with
the beauty and originality of his improvisations.

And in the holy city itself, those specially chosen for leader-
ship duties in the Celestial capital continue their festivities.
Strains of Celestial music and the pure voices of Celestial choirs
provide an unending background for the introductions and re-
unions, the feasting and dancing, and the pomp and ceremony
as humans and Celestials alike celebrate the inauguration of
a 1,000-year reign of peace and righteousness in a city where
they need no sun.

Brueprint FOR CONQUEST

“Fantastic!” I can hear some readers saying at this point.
“What imagination! You should have been science-fiction
writers.” We'll let you in on a secret. We did not make up the
account you have just read. It is taken, almost point for point,
from the Bible. This is the Celestials’ own plan for their con-
quest of the world, which they revealed to various humans
whom they have taken into their confidence.

In 1925, Adolph Hitler published his famous autobiographi-
cal best seller, Mein Kampf. In it he not only told his life story
but revealed his plans for building a new Germany which
would rule the world. Politicians and statesmen throughout
Europe and America laughed at his ambitions and regarded
his blueprint for world conquest as a crackpot’s dream. Even
when his predictions began to come true, people continued to
sit through newsreels and scoff. After he had successfully in-
vaded Poland and cracked the Maginot Line, people began
to laugh on the other side of their faces.

In the Bible the Celestials have given an outline for their
plan for the takeover of our world. In its prophetic books they
have confided, to human writers, an exact timetable according
to which their plan will be fulfilled. Unlike Hitler, they were
not thinking wishfully of the future. As we will see later, they
have accurate methods for scientifically forecasting it, In addi-
tion, they are sure about the actual invasion and takeover be-
cause they are going to make them happen. Unlike Hitler’s
invasions, theirs has no element of uncertainty. They have the
necessary technology and power to assure success. And unlike
Hitler, they have revealed their plan not because they are
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power-hungry madmen seeking a following, but because they
intend to establish a world of peace and justice and because
they wish us, their heirs, to share it.

RicHT ON SCHEDULE

When Hitler revealed his plans, no one would listen. It
seemed fantastic that a defeated nation that had gone through
bankruptey and was completely demilitarized could conquer
the world. It seemed especially incredible that a half-educated
ex-corporal who had failed in everything he had tried could
lead them. Then he began to follow his timetable. He re-
militarized the Rhineland. He forced the Anschluss of Austria.
He annexed Czechoslovakia and the Sudetenland. He declared
war on Poland. Finally the world began to believe him, but it
was almost too late.

In a similar manner, the Celestials have been following a
timetable. They are much further along than Hitler was when
people finally took him seriously. At first it may seem odd to
compare the bloody course of Hitler's conquests with the
peaceful takeover of the world planned by the Celestials, Yet
the connection between the two is not a mere matter of com-
parison. There is a much more intimate and histerical connec-
tion which made fulfillment of biblical prophecy possible. It
was Hitler’s homicidal final solution of “the Jewish problem”
which set the stage for the last great event on the Celestials’
timetable—the return of the Jews to their homeland. It took
the savage persecution and final extermination of 6 million of
their faith to give Jews from all over Europe the desperate
resolve necessary for leaving their adopted homelands, their
businesses and what remained of their families. It was the
horror of the holocaust, the concentration camps and the years
of exile as displaced persons, which convinced many that their
own national state was the only safe refuge. And it was the ex-
ample and success of these European Jews which inspired
others from all over the world to return to a reborn Israel,

Waen Is A PropuET REALLY A PROPHET?

Every community has its share of palmists, fortunetellers,
tealeaf readers and the like. Most of them tell you little more
than can be picked up by simply observing you or by phrasing
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their predictions so vaguely that almost anything that happens
can be taken as a fulfillment, Their predictions are like the
bits of advice or statements found in fortune cookies—“You
will form valuable new friendships”; “It is not too late to mend
your ways”; “You will take a trip.” Since such statements about
the future have no precise date, and describe events which hap-
pen to nearly everyone at some time or another, there is
hardly any way they can fail to be true.

Occasionally, however, a real prophet comes along who tells
you exactly when events will happen—events so unusual and
unlikely that almost no one believes them to be possible.
When these come true we have good reason for believing we
are dealing with a genuine prophet.

The Celestials apparently have this ability. They have evi-
dently perfected powers which parapsychologists call pre-
cognition. This is the ability to know the exact nature and time
of events before they happen. Laboratory tests at Buke Univer-
sity, UCLA, Cambridge and many other centers have shown
that some people can maintain a high percentage of success
in calling the order of cards before they are shuffled, or the
combinations of dice before they are thrown. Generally, how-
ever, their success is only statistically significant. They will
succeed more than most people over a large number of tries,
but they cannot tell whether a particular try is right or wrong.

The prophets in the Bible had far superior precognitive
insights. In prophecy after prophecy they foretold events which
have already come to pass—and exactly at the time predicted.
Of all the predictions they made, none seemed more unlikely,
until the middle of the twentieth century, than the retumn of
the Jews to their homeland. After 1,900 years of dispersion,
they were inhabitants of every land in the world. In many they
had undergone incredible persecutions. Finally, under Hitler,
an effort was made to bring about their complete extermina-
tion as a faith and as a race. Yet without a homeland they
survived and managed to maintain a cultural identity for 1,900
years. One of the greatest historical miracles of all times! The
only other miraculous event which could top it was that at the
end of this time they should be gathered again, from through-
out the earth, to found a new Israel under conditions of the
greatest adversity.
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“GatreEREp OuT oF ManNy PropLE”

Almost 2,500 years ago an Old Testament prophet, Ezekiel,
predicted that his people, the Jews, would return from disper-
sion among “the nations” (and they have had only one inter-
national dispersion) to rebuild their land. This was to take
place just before the Celestials’ return to earth. Speaking of
this, Ezekiel says, “. . . in the latter years thou shalt come into
the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered
out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which
have always been waste: but it is brought forth out of the
nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them” (Ezekiel
38:8).* This event took place in 1948 when modern Israel be-
came a state.

Five hundred years after Ezekiel, Jesus repeated this proph-
ecy in the New Testament. He told his disciples that the gen-
eration that witnessed his death would “fall by the edge of
the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles...” (Luke
21:24).

Less than forty years after Jesus’ death this came true when
the Roman emperor Titus destroyed Jerusalem and tore its
temple down, stone by stone. And, true to the prophecies of
Fzekiel and Jesus, the Jews were scattered throughout the
nations of the world.

Like Ezekiel, Jesus also foretold that the Jews would return,
at the time of the end, to rebuild their nation and that those
who saw this event would also witness the return of the Celes-
tials during their lifetime. His disciples came to him and asked,
“ .. what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of
the world?” (Matthew 24:3). He answered them by using a
parable involving the historical symbol of national Israel, the
fig tree. He said, “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When
his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know
that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all
these things [predictions he had given them which we will

* The biblical quotations used in this book will all be from the King James
Version unless we indicate otherwise. As it is the most widely read and dis-
tributed of Bible translations, we assume it is the one readers will find easiest
to consuit.
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discuss in the last chapter], know that it is near, even at the
doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation [the one wit-
nessing these signs] shall not pass, till all these things be ful-
filled” (Matthew 24:32-34).

A number of Bible prophets besides Jesus have spoken of
events which would occur after the rebirth of Iszael, as a
nation, and just before the Celestials’ return.

We will discuss these in detail in the last chapter, where we
will try to pinpoint the actual time of the Celestials’ coming.

More important than the exact time, however, are the events
which have already occurred as foretold. How did Bible proph-
ets living 2,500 years ago know that the Jews would be dis-
persed throughout the world? More incredible still, how did
they know that against all odds they would return to their
homeland in our own time? All other ancient peoples who
were their contemporaries have long since disappeared. Yet the
Jews have survived, without a national identity, for almost two
millennia.

As we shall see in the final chapter, John the Revelator, a
New Testament prophet, actually foretold a number of devel-
opments which have taken place in our own time or are
predicted for the near future.

If we find such accuracy in the prophecies which have al-
ready been fulfilled, can’t we expect similar accuracy in the
predictions concerning the actual takeover of the world itself?

There are two reasons for thinking this is true. First, the
prophecies concerning these end-of-the world events are the
most precise and detailed in the entire Bible. Second, they
described techniques of conquest which are beyond our present
capabilities and could have been known to the Bible writers
only if they were in contact with a very advanced civilization—
more advanced than our own. Yet our own scientists and fu-
turologists say these techniques are possible and will be
achieved by us in the future.

Let’s run the Celestials” takeover of the world through again
in slow motion and see exactly what the Bible has to say about
it and how scientists think the technical problems could be
solved.



CHAPTER II1

HOW TO
TAKE OVER THE WORLD

Angd I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabernzacle of God is with men, and he wifl dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God.

—]John the Revelator, Revelation 21:3

Tre ELEMENT OF SURPRISE

Military strategists tell us that one of the key elements in
any successful invasion is surprise. In World War II the Allies
concentrated on making the Normandy invasion of Europe a
complete surprise to the Germans. This included allowing
false invasion plans to fall into German hands and feinting
invasion thrusts at other possible landing sites in Western
Europe. Such measures will not be necessary for the Celes-
tials, who have the technology to land without warning and to
seize worldwide control before resistance can be organized.
The Bible stresses the suddenness of their return in many
places. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells his disciples,
“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels
of heaven, but my Father only” (Matthew 24:36).

Again the Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Thessalonian
church, reminds them, “For yourselves know perfectly that
the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and
they shall not escape” (I Thessalonians 5:2-3).

Could a civilization hundreds of thousands, or millions, of
years in our technological future make such a sudden conquest
of the world?

Lanomng THE INvasion FoOrcE

In our attempt to describe the end of the world we pointed
out that returning Celestials would come in a space city, which



How to Take Over the World 23

would land, without warning, near the site of present-day
Jerusalem. The shape and construction of this space city are
given in Revelation and elsewhere in the Bible. John the Reve-
lator tells us of a view he caught of it. He says, “And I John
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adomed for her husband,
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabemacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God” (Revelation 21:2-3}. Later he adds,
“And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the
breadth...” (Revelation 21:16). The exact dimensions are
given in two places in the Bible—the Old and New Testa-
ments. They are just under a mile square by our units. John
goes on to say that the space city has twelve gates and is made
of a variety of materials which he took to be precious stones—
among these he mentions jasper, sapphire, emerald, topaz and
streets of “pure gold.” Strangely, he adds that the “pure gold”
is like “transparent glass.” Obviously, he is not speaking of
real gold and probably not of actual gems. These are most
likely synthetic materials selected for their structural properties
and beauty.

It is curious, too, that John the Revelator, who could not
have written this account later than the end of the first cen-
tury after Christ, should have known about space cities. It is
only in this century that space scientists have realized the pos-
sibility of city-sized space ships {or what Isaac Asimov calls
“spomes”) that could tramsport entire communities between
the stars.

Speaking of such space cities, Dr. Asimov, a science writer
and futurologist, says, “In place of small ships used for ex-
ploration and colonization of our solar system, a huge ship
might be built for voyages to the planets of the stars. Actually
it would be a small planet in itself. On such a ‘star ship’ there
might be hundreds, or thousands, of men plus room for agn-
culture and herds of animals. Whole generations of men and
women might be born, grow old, and die while the star ship
traveled from one star to another.™

If we, at our present primitive level of space technology, are
already talking of such ships, what might an alien civilization,
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millions of years ahead of us, have accomplished? Almost cer-
tainly they could camy whole populations for hundreds or
thousands of years, if need be, while the vast distance between
their world and ours was being traveled. Their ship would be
capable of storing energy from the stars (and perhaps other
sources as yet unknown to us). It could recycle its wastes to
provide continuous supplies of atmosphere, water and food.
Our space scientists are already planning propulsion systems
which could drive a ship to within a fraction of a percent of
the speed of light (670,615,000 miles per hour). By manipula-
tion of gravity fields (which many of our futurologists believe
is scientifically possible) a craft could have the ultimate pro-
pulsion system which would, at the same time, give it inertia-
less drive. It could reach its ultimate speed and stop within
fractions of a second without injuring the occupants. It could
also repel or dodge particles and debris in outer space by a
“gravity shield” or by hairpin maneuvers at any speed. Speak-
ing of such a drive system, Arthur C. Clarke, the noted science
writer and member of British astronautic and astronomical
societies, observes, “With such a drive our vehicles could stop
and start almost instantancously. Protected by their artificial
gravity fields they could run into each other at hundreds of
miles an hour with no damage. ... They could make right-
angle turns or hairpin bends.”*

Obviously, such a craft could fulfill the first condition neces-
sary for a sudden takeover of the world without warning.
Traveling almost as fast as light itself, or the radar signals
which might be echoed from it, it could reach the earth before
our detection instruments could wam us. It could brake to an
almost instantaneous halt from its incredible speed and land
without injury to its occupants or equipment. Its coming
would indeed be “as a thief in the night!”

How Arour THE Distance ProsrLEM?

One of the objections often raised to the idea of visits to
other worlds, or visits from them to us, is the tremendous dis-
tances involved. Even at near the total speed of light the
nearest neighboring star would require over four years to reach.
As we will see, the crucial clues giver in the Bible suggest
that the Celestials’ home base is much farther away.
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Scientists today accept the idea, advanced in the theory of
relativity, that the speed of light is the highest speed attainable.
If this is true, then even within our own galaxy distances might
require tens of thousands of years to travel. If the Celestials
come from beyond our galaxy it might require millions, or
even billions, of years for the journey. Obviously, however,
such vast journeys are not likely to have been involved. Their
space program, like ours, probably called for a stepwise de-
velopment. From their home planet they would have branched
out in several directions toward the closest other planets meet-
ing their requirements. From these they wonld jump off again
to the next nearest planet, and the next, and the next. And so
it would continue until sometime, perhaps millions or billions
of years after they began, they would reach a planet near to us.

Perhaps, in the process, they would encounter other space
missions from other advanced civilizations. Perhaps they would
join forces. Perhaps all the advanced civilizations in the galaxy,
or our region of the universe, are federated into a single space-
colonization effort. However it came about, a Hime would
arrive when the effort, involving one or many advanced civiliza-
tions, would find us the next nearest planet meeting the re-
quired conditions for colonization.

The actual journey, at this point, might only be a few light-
years’ distance. It could be made as easily as we will send
probes or journey to our nearest stellar neighbors in the near
future—easier, since we will probably not have achieved their
speed capabilities at that time.

It would also be the case that, once here, they probably
would maintain service bases within, or not far from, our
planetary system. As we shall see later, the Bible suggests they
withdrew from Earth after completing the first stage in their
colonization plan. Wherever their holy city was moved, it, or
other bases, remained close enough that they could return to
Earth in a matter of minutes, as certain Scriptures we will ex-
amine later claim.

Apart from all these considerations, however, there is an-
other factor which far outweighs all of these in explaining how
they have overcome the problem of distance. It has to do with
the nature of time itself as a factor in covering distances. A
journey of a few light-years would obviously not be burden-
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some to immortals, especially if they were bringing their com-
munity with them and could carry on their ordinary life activ-
ities as usual. It would, however, be a sizable time span by
ordinary standards and might test the patience of colonists
eager to get on with the job ahead. In truth, however, measur-
ing this time span by ordinary standards is deceptive if it is
measured according to light-years of distance, for we are mea-
suring the time required to cover it by earth years. On a space-
ship going nearly the speed of light, the amount of time would
have to be measured in relation to the speed of the ship itself,
and would be different from the time that passed on earth
while the journey was in progress. It was Einstein who first
proved mathematically, in his theory of relativity, that time
does not flow at the same rate for everyone everywhere. The
rate at which it passes depends on the speed of the observer
and his clocks as they measure time’s passing. On a spaceship
going nearly the speed of light the passage of time would be
slowed almost to a standstill. This is not just a matter of specu-
lation or theory. Laboratory observations on the life span of
subatomic particles going at nearly the speed of light have
detected such a slowdown in their rate of decay. In the same
way, passengers on 2 spaceship would have a corresponding
slowdown in their own decay rates (or aging), as would every-
thing else on the ship, including clocks. At a few feet per hour
less than the absolute speed of light the slowdown would be
so great that the passage of 1,000 years on earth would seem,
to the ship’s passengers, to take only a single day, and the
journey of a few light-years from a nearby star might take only
a few minutes by the ship’s clocks.

When this “time-dilatation” effect is taken into account, it
is obvious that great journeys between neighboring stars would
be no more troublesome, to immortals, than our own commut-
ing to work or one another’s homes here on earth.

“A TrousaND YEARs As OnE Day”

The particular amount of time dilatation which we used
here, as an example, was not selected by chance. It was deliber-
ately chosen because it is given repeatedly in the Bible as a
comparison between the Celestials’ perception of time and our
own. For example, the Psalmist David, in speaking of God,
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says, “For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday
when it is past, and as a watch in the night” (Psalms 90:4).
Later, the Apostle Peter, in the New Testament, observes,
“But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day” (II Peter 3:8).

Theologians in the past have shrugged these passages aside
as mere figures of speech used to emphasize the fact that even
a millennium doesn’t matter much to immortals. Today, in the
space age, we can see these Scriptures for what they really are
—two of the most dramatic proofs we have that the writers
of the Bible were in communication with extraterrestrials far
m advance of our own twentieth-century civilization. How
could David, over a millennium before Christ, and Peter, in
the first century after Christ, have known about the time-dila-
tation effect unless they were told of it by the Celestials?

In his interesting work on exobiology, The Cosmic Connec-
tion, the Cornell astronomer Carl Sagan raises the question of
how ancient records (such as sacred writings or legends) could
contain proof that their makers were in touch with advanced
extraterrestrials. Speaking of this, he says, “There is only one
category of legend that would be convincing: When informa-
tion is contained in the legend that could not possibly have
been generated by the civilization that created the legend—
if, for example, a number transmitted from thousands of years
ago as holy tums out to be the nuclear fine structure constant.
This would be a case worthy of some considerable attention.”?

Now in David’s and Peter’s assertions that 1,000 of our
years are as 2 day to the Celestials we have such an exact num-
erical ratio “transmitted from thousands of years ago” which
is precisely derivable from the critical constant in Einstein’s
formulation of the general theory of relativity—the speed of
light!

‘We have already seen that in order to come as “a thief in the
night,” the Celestials would have to travel at just under the
speed of light—fast enough to keep up with our own detection
signals. Tt is relatively easy, using Einstein’s formula and a cal-
culator, to compute the precise speed of a spacecraft at which
a day in the craft would equal 1,000 years on Earth, Taking the
speed of light to be 186,282 miles per second, the speed at
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which this ratio would exist would be 186,281.999999302 miles
per second, or about 13 fect per hour less than the absolute
speed of light. (We are indebted to Professor Robert Kroger
of the Department of Mathematics at Riverside City College
for performing these calculations and providing us with the
results. The table showing his calculations and formula he em-
ployed are included in the Appendix.)

The problem of acceleration and overcoming inertia might,
at first, make such a velocity seem impossible of attainment.
However, remember what we said earlier about the possibility
of manipulating gravity fields and creating inertialess drive, it
is evident that if the Celestials have mastered such techniques,
the attainment of any speed short of the absolute speed of light
would be possible. Further, using antigravity as a propulsion
system such a speed could probably be attained almost instan-
taneously, as could deceleration and stopping from it.

In the assertion that “a thousand years is as one day” with
the Lord, then, we have one of the most remarkable pieces of
evidence possible that incredibly advanced Celestials told hu-
mans about the time dilatation effect over 2,000 years before
Einstein discovered it in our own century. And, according to
Carl Sagan’s test, it is about as near to convincing proof that
the Bible is a record of extraterrestrial contact as we can
come by.

Wray Dip Taey Pick Us?

When Hitler invaded Czechoslovakia and Austria, people
began to realize that he was a power-hungry madman. Ger-
mans followed him because their national pride had been de-
stroyed and their country crushed by defeat and a vindictive
peace treaty. His almost hypnotic powers of oratory persuaded
them he had the solution. His successes convinced them he
could bring it about in their time.

In the case of the Celestials, no such explanation seems pos-
sible. They are highly advanced and moral beings, if the Bible
is to be believed. Why would an advanced civilization of peace
and justice wish to invade us even if they could? What do we
have they would want? Why not some other planet within
the millions that probably exist within our own galaxy or
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beyond? Why any other world if they are truly moral and god-
like in their values and conduct?

While no specific answer is given to these questions in the
Bible, it contains a number of statements which suggest clues.
Putting these together with what is being planned in our own
future space program, we can reach a probable answer.

At present our own space scientists and government plan-
ners are looking forward to the exploration and eventual
colonization of outer space. Migration to other planets or the
planets of other stars may be an eventual necessity. If our
population problem, pollution and depletion of our natural

" environment continue, we may find this an attractive and in-
expensive solution. It may be that some of these problems can
be solved right here on earth as technology advances, But the
challenge of exploration and the promise of new rewards will
undoubtedly drive us on. As long as new frontiers are out
there, something in our nature will spur us on to conquer them
as we are already doing.

Of course, our conquest of outer space is not planned as a
violent or destructive one, Even in the history of our own
planet more advanced nations have sometimes colonized those
which were less advanced by methods that were cooperative
and economic rather than violent and warlike.

We can assume, then, that long ago, perhaps millions of
years, the Celestials started a program of exploration and
colonization of outer space. As we suggested earlier, far from
picking us as an isolated instance, we may be only one of many
thousands or even millions of planets included in their space
program. In the New Testament, Jesus suggests that this is
so when, shortly before his death, he tells his disciples he must
soon leave them. Peter asks him, “Lord, whither goest thou?”
Jesus answers, “Whither I go, thou canst not follow me
now...” When Peter objects, Jesus goes on to explain, “In
my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. T go to prepare a place for you. And if 1
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”
(John 13:36, 14:2-3). Evidently the “many mansions” to
which Jesus refers are communities off this earth, where the
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Celestials dwell. And the prepared “place” is evidently the
holy city in which they plan to return so that their followers,
here on Earth, may be with them.

‘What motives they would bave for selecting Earth as one
of their colonies is problematic. Perhaps, being immortal, they
too have an overpopulation problem which requires constant
territorial expansion. Perhaps, being immortal they eventually
are forced to migrate from worlds with dying suns to others
whose suns, like our own, are still young. Perhaps, being thou-
sands, or millions, of years advanced beyond us, they have
reasons that are beyond our understanding.

In any event, it seems likely that they picked our world
specifically because it is like their own and is close enough to
make colonization easy. Already our own space scientists are
able to detect neighboring stars with planetary systems. Two
of these, Barnard’s Star and Epsilon Eridani, are likely can-
didates for early exploration and landings as our space pro-
gram develops. In a few years we will be able to determine the
size and number of planets surrounding these and many other
stars in our neighborhood of the Mitky Way.

If this is true, at our primitive level, then it is clear that a
civilization thousands, or millions, of years more advanced
than ours would have methods for studying worlds throughout
the universe without leaving their home base. Long before
they came to Earth they undoubtedly knew of its existence, its
structure and climate, its ability to support life and its re-
sources. It was no doubt carefully chosen because it is suited
to their special problems and purposes. By monitoring for
artificial energy uses and finding none, they probably also knew
we lacked technological civilization and could be colonized
without the necessity of violence or warfare. Unlike human
colonists, who have often enslaved or destroyed native popula-
tions where they colonized, the Celestials domesticated and
improved the natives they found here. As we shall see in a
later chapter, the Bible teaches that they recreated us, by
genetic surgery, in their own image with the intention of even-
tually including us in their civilization. To them we are not
domestic animals or slaves, but childrer and heirs—heirs of the
gods!
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“A Grear Voice Our or Heaven”

In the opening of Chapter II we described a sequence of
events which will follow the actual landing of the Celestials.

The first of these is the announcement of their return and
takeover. Speaking of this, John the Revelator says, “And I
heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the taber-
nacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them,
and be their God” (Revelation 21:3). The Apostle Paul is
even more dramatic in his description when he says, “For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God . . .” (I Thes-
salonians 4:16).

In the past, scientifically oriented critics of the Bible have
ridiculed the idea that a localized event could be seen and
heard simultaneously all around the world, as Paul and John
seem to claim of the Celestials’ final return. They have pginted
out that even major astronomical events, such as comets and
eclipses, can be seen only in certain regions of the earth and
at certain times, How then could the swift arrival of anything
as small as a spacecraft be seen by everyone all over the world
at the same time?

This question might have seemed unanswerable until the
last half of this century, when the launching of the Intelsat
satellites made worldwide radio and television communica-
tion a reality. Launched in an orbit synchronous with the
earth’s rotation, these signal reflectors hover continuously over
the same point on the earth and among themselves can blanket
its entire surface, instantaneously, with communications re-
flected from surface stations. It would be a simple matter for
returning Celestials to fire synchronous satellites from their
approaching space city into orbits which would cover the
earth’s surface, once they had landed, with signals reflected
from their earthly headquarters.

They could, of course, use our own Intelsat satellites, as
well, but the advanced nature of their communications systems
might make this unworkable.

The nature of these systems can only be guessed at from
clue provided by the Scriptures and developments pending in
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our own communications technology. We can surmise, for
instance, that since “every eye shall see him” (Revelation 1:7),
reception will not be on conventional receivers or television
sets. Only a sky broadcast, of the sort described in the opening
of Chapter I1, would make this possible. The Bible implies
that such a sudden lighting up of the entire sky with a pro-
jected image will be the means of visual communication when
it says, “For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son
of man be” (Matthew 24:27).

Looking at our own projected developments in visual com-
munications, there is a technique currently underway which
could make this possible—the holographic image. This image,
in three dimensions, rather than the conventional two, can be
created by laser beams projected on fine droplets suspended in
the air. Current planning in television production foresees the
possibility of creating a theater-in-the-round in the center of
one’s own living room where three-dimensional images, viewed
from any angle, will act out their parts like actors on a real
stage.

The projection of simultaneous horizon-to-horizon images
on suspended atmospheric droplets, homogenized by ultra-
sound, would produce exactly the effect which the Scriptures
describe: “Behold, he cometh with the clouds; and every eye
shall see him. ..” (Revelation 1:7).

Auxiliary satellites suspended nearer the surface of the earth,
by antigravity, could also pick up radio signals and convert
them into audible sound. A civilization millions, or billons, of
years in our technological future would doubtless have no dif-
ficulty in powering these suspended loudspeakers with enough
energy to produce the “trump-like” voice from the heavens
which the Scriptures describe. And such an unconventional
lightninglike sky image and trumpetlike voice would provide
the one sure effect which could instantaneously capture the
attention of every conscious man, woman and child on this
planet!

“Cavenr Ur To Meer toE LORD”

In our account at the opening of Chapter IT we saw that
another event will take place immediately as the Celestials are
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touching down. This is catching up and transporting to their
headquarters the righteous from all over the earth, including
those who have died in the past.

At first glance this staterent seems to contain two of the
most preposterous assertions possible: that people can be in-
stantaneously transported, through the air, from all over the
earth; and that the dead can be resurrected. Either statement,
by itself, would strain the common sense and belief of most
scientificially trained people. Certainly nothing in our present-
day technology would indicate that such things are possible.

Let’s look at the matter more closely, however, in terms of
the Bible and futurology. What exactly does the Bible say
about these matters?

In 1 Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul speaks of the gathering
of the righteous in this fashion: “For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch-
angel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (I
Thessalonians 4:16-17). And according to Jesus the sud-
denness of these events will be such that “Then shall two be
in the field; the one shall be taken, the other left. Two women
shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the
other left” (Matthew 24:40-41).

The order of events, according to Paul, then, is resurrection
first, then teleportation of them and the living. What does
current technology and the forecasts by futurologists indicate
about the possibility of resurrection of the dead?

“Tae Deap v CurisT SpaLL Risg”’

This is a question about which we shall have a great deal to
say later. For the present we will start by pointing out that res-
urrection of the “clinically dead” is already possible. The
distinction between “clinical” death and final death is a dif-
ficult one to make. In many parts of the world, current medical
opinion defines final death as the absence of brain waves when
tested with an electroencephalograph (the device which re-
cords changes in the electrical activity of the brain). Clinical
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death is often defined in terms of the absence of a detectable
heartbeat and respiration.

There are a variety of techniques—mechanical, chemical and
electrical—by which physicians can start an arrested heart beat-
ing or force respiration, When these occur, resurrection from a
degree of death occurs.

Once the body has begun to decay, however, even if it is
only the death of brain cells from lack of oxygen (which be-
gins a few minutes after respiration stops), death rapidly be-
comes irreversible by presently known techniques.

Is it likely that a civilization millions or billions of years in
our future could reverse the later stages of death or even re-
constitute a dead person who had totally decayed? This prob-
lem is an extremely complex one and can only be adequately
discussed after we have reviewed a good deal of present biologi-
cal research and medical opinion. For the present it is enough
to note that the DNA code complete in every cell of our
bodies {except for spermatozoa and ova) contains a blueprint
for reconstructing the entire body in its most minute de-
tails. If any part of the body remams—even bones—it would
be theoretically possible to reconstitute the entire individual
from such fragments. Similarly, our entire experience and
learning is stored, like records on magnetic tape, in other
coded changes made in the RNA structure of the brain cells.
Studies such as those by Wilder Penfield at the University of
Montreal, have shown that the brain retains a minute record
of everything that happens to the individual. This even in-
cludes things of which he may not be consciously aware at the
time they occur. Speaking of the moment-to-moment con-
tinnity and sharp detail of the bmin’s recording mecha-
nism, which he activates by stimulating points on the cerebral
cortex with electrodes, Penfield states that it is as if “a strip
of cinematographic film with sound track had been set in mo-
tion within the brain,”*

If such records could be read and copied, it would be pos-
sible to reconstitute an individual (complete to his most trivial
habits and memories) hundreds, or thousands, of years after
his death. He could be produced with a physical perfection he
never had in real life, since his original genetic blueprint could
be followed exactly without the usual flaws which arise from
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accidents or illnesses. He could be reproduced at any stage and
age which he attained during his actual life. And all of this
could be done even though every trace of his physical remains
had been obliterated or lost and only records of his characteris-
tics remained. The problem would not be greatly different in
kind, but only in complexity, from reproducing the voice of a
person, long dead, from magnetic tape recordings made while
he was living. What would be required in the case of resurrec-
tion would be a device which could scan and read the DNA
patterns contained in the cells of those to be resurrected while
they were still living. The scanner would function much as a
microphone functions for the human voice. Later the records
produced by scanning could be fed into a replicator, which
would then reconstitute the individual from suitable raw mate-
rials, much as an amplifier and loudspeaker can reproduce the
voice of a dead person from electromagnetic records and avail-
able air.

The Bible indicates that the Celestials, in monitoring and
guiding the progress of their human creation here on Earth,
have kept such records throughout human history. The Psalm-
ist David, in speaking of their monitoring and recordkeeping,
exclaims, “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made: marvellous are thy works . . . My substance was not hid
from thee, when I was made in secret. .. Thine eyes did see
my substance . .. and in thy book all my members were writ-
ten, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there
was none of them” (Psalms 139:14-16). Not only does the
Bible claim the Celestials keep continuing records on the
members of every person, even when they no longer physically
exist, but it also claims this recordkeeping extends to the con-
duct and behavior of each person. Thus their experience and
learning are recorded as well. Speaking of this, John the Reve-
lator says, “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written in the books, accord-
ing to their works” (Revelation 20:12).

Recently the press has had a great deal to say about the
problem of invasion of privacy in our age of computer science
and automated recordkeeping. Spokesmen for government and
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business talk of developments in the near future which will
make it possible to merge records from the Social Security
system, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the military and the
Veterans Administration, credit bureaus, motor vehicie depart-
ments and law enforcement agencies all over the country.
These consolidated records could be kept in a central com-
puter bank, and anyone could find out virtually anything about
anybody by merely dialing a telephone number.

Yet such a countrywide information service would be crude
and inefficient compared to what could probably be accom-
plished by a truly advanced civilization like that of the
Celestials. We have already argued that their superior com-
environments, ecologies and technologies of planets all over the
munications technology would enable them to monitor the
universe from their home base. It seems more incredible that
they could monitor, record, store and retrieve personal data
on living individuals on these planets. Yet, when we consider
what we at our primitive level are already doing in monitoring
the earth’s surface, the claims of the Bible, in this respect,
seem more believable.

Our Earth Resources Technology Satellites are already able
to photograph the entire surface of the Earth, from outer
space, every few days with such fine resolution that individual
features of the terrain, such as ponds and buildings, can be dis-
tinguished. Our spy satellites can observe such minute details
as the numbers on car license plates and design features of
houses and buildings from their lofty orbits. Using a technique
of spectrographic analysis called “band ratioing,” scientists at
the California Institute of Technology have even been able to
trace from outer space the progress of crop epidemics and the
effects of pesticides.” Is it improbable, then, that a technology
which has had millions of years to mature beyond our own
could read the nucleic-acid patterns of individuals or monitor
and record learning patterns stored in their brain cells from
space satellites, or even their home base in a distant region of
the universe?

If such things are possible, then the resurrection of the dead
for an entire planet might be accomplished by them as easily
as we can turn manufactured items off an assembly line. With
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a set of master blueprints recorded in a “book of life,” and
replicating technology, they could reconstitute the dead of all
ages “in the twinkling of an eye,” as the Apostle Paul puts it.
Speaking of how such a replicating machine might work, Arthur
Clarke comments: “The scientists of the future will have far
more sophisticated tools that can lay bare all the secrets of any
object presented to them and automatically record all of ifs char-
acteristics. . .. The memory would contain the recorded in-
structions specifying the manufacture...of all the objects
within the size, mass and complexity limitations of the ma-
chine. Within these limits it could make anything just as a
phonograph can play any conceivable piece of music presented
to it. It is absurd to suppose that machines cannot eventually
create any material made by living cells.”® This would pre-
sumably include the recreation of even a complete human be-
ing, if records made during his original lifetime were preserved.

As we will see later it is also possible that mass resurrection
could be accomplished by nonmechanical means involving
forms of energy and types of records which are only now be-
ginning to be explored in parapsychology. While these would
probably be more efficient and swifter than the use of a mate-
tial replicator, their nature will be taken up when we discuss
mass resurrection at the Celestials’ final retum.

The Bible leaves no doubt that the Celestials do intend mass
resurrection, and that the promise of eternal life which goes
with it, for the righteous, is the most precious gift they have to
offer. In Scripture after Scripture, like a golden thread, this
promise occurs again and again in both the Old and New
Testaments, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye
have eternal life” (John 5:39), John, the Disciple, admonishes
us. Long before John, the author of Daniel tells how the Celes-
tials foretold him of their return, saying, “And many of them
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlast-
ing life . . . And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness, as
the stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:2-3). Paul, the apostle,
assures us that “the gift of God is eternal life” (Romans 6:23)
and declares himself to be “In hope of eternal life, which God,
that cannot lie, promised before the world began” (Titus 1:2).
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Time after time Jesus, throughout the gospels, utters this
promise until the reiteration of it reverberates through the
mind like 2 celestial echo chamber—"“For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16). “Verily, verily, I say unto yon, He that heareth
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting
life” (John 5:24). “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of my hand” (John 10:27-28). “... they which shall be ac-
counted worthy to obtain. .. resurrection from the dead...
[cannot] die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and
are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection”
(Luke 20:35-36). “I am the resurrection, and the life: he
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live”
{(John 11:25).

Could a race millions of years in our technological future
keep such a promise? Do the Scriptures contain the key to
eternal life? We shall examine the basis for this claim in the
chapters ahead.

“Cauvcuar Up”

In Paul’s discussion of the general resurrection at the time of
the Celestials’ return, he adds that those resurrected, along
with the living righteous, will all be “caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord...” (I Thessalonians
4:17). The Greek word translated “canght up” here is a pecu-
liar one. It is not the ordinary word used throughout the New
Testament where its writers wish to say someone catches some-
body or something. It is a word which is only used three times
in the entire New Testament and only in connection with sud-
den bodily transportation from one place to another by ap-
parently supernatural means, Once it is used in the Acts of the
Apostles to describe a mysterious process by which “the Spirit
of the Lord caught away” Philip and suddenly transported him
to another city (Acts 8:39). Paul uses it when he describes be-
ing “caught up to the third heaven” (II Corinthians 12:2),
and he uses it again in the passage just quoted from I Thes-
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salonians. The word used is harpazo,* which is usually trans-
lated “to seize, pluck, pull or take by force.”

The fact that this special word is used in these descriptions
of apparently supematural transportation suggests that some
very unusual process is involved. In the past, higher critics of
the Bible have ridiculed the passage in I Thessalonians which
seems to picture the righteous sailing through the air, in defi-
ance of gravity, like medieval witches on their way to the Sab-
bath. How, they ask, could bodily transportation without
fiying craft be possible? Even witches had an enchanted
broomstick.

A look at futurology makes the meaning of these passages
and the word harpazo, as it is used in them, clearer. In his
already quoted book, Profiles of the Future, Arthur C. Clarke
raises an interesting question. He says: “...we have learned
to send sounds and images round the world at the velocity of
light, so why not solid objects—even men?” He then goes on
to describe a “matter transmitter” which might, by electronic
means, scan a material object, atom by atom, and transmit the
information cbtained from it by radic waves to a distant re-
ceiver. The receiver could then feed the information into a
replicator, such as we have already described, and a duplicate of
the original object could be assembled, atom by atom, from the
information transmitted. In concluding his description of such
a device, Clarke ends with this dramatic assertion reminiscent
of Paul’s statement in I Thessalonians: “I do not know how
it will be done. . . . But I believe the time will come when we
can move from pole to pole within the throb of a single heart
beat.””

if the Celestials have mastered the secret of a material trans-
mitter, as well as that of the material replicator, then the
“catching up” of the righteous “into the air” and their telepor-
tation to “meet the Lord” would be no more mysterious, in
principle, than our present everyday experience of “catching up”
images of people and reassembling them on a television screen

* Hebrew and Greek etymologies are taken from James Strongs Ex-

_haustive Concordance of the Bible. As it is the most widely used of con-

cordances based on the King James version of the Bible, we assume it is the
one readers can consult most readily.
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thousands of miles away in the twinkling of an eye.

One important difference between this process and the tele-
portation of the righteous should be pointed out, however. The
image we see on our television set is not the original. It is a
duplicate. The person of whom it is an image is still back in the
studio from which the broadcast is being sent.

With the teleportation of the righteous, however, the origi-
nals themselves are apparently to be disassembled (or disinte-
grated) and reassembled at the other end. Could a technology
far in advance of our own perform such a feat? Arthur C.
Clarke apparently believes even our own may accomplish the
teleportation of people someday. Paul says the Celestials have
already mastered this problem. He goes on to add an even more
exciting assertion. In the Celestials’ version of teleportation the
original is not just reassembled; it is also corrected. Each of us
is the outcome of original genetic instructions which have been
carried out imperfectly. Developmental failures, accidents, ill-
nesses and aging have left each of us with imperfections which
fall short of the original blueprint contained in our cells.
Paul implies that when the righteous are reassembled, at their
meeting with the Lord of the Celestials, they will be reas-
sembled without the imperfections. Speaking of this he says,
“Behold, I shew you a mystery . . . we shall all be changed. In
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupti-
ble, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality” (I
Corinthians 15:51-53).

Evidently, then, those who are to share in the civilization
the Celestials intend to establish here on earth will be recon-
stituted with sound health in perfect bodies free of aging and
capable of immortality, and this will be accomplished instan-
taneously upon their return. This age-old dream of orthodox
Christians, so often ridiculed by higher critics of the Bible, is
not only not preposterous, it is just a little in advance of what
our own molecular biologists and medical researchers are al-
ready planning for our immediate technological future. _

We have already seen that the scriptures assert that the Ce-
lestials keep track of every human on this planet and keep
records of his parts and deeds in a “book of life.” These rec-
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ords are so minute as to contain the exact and unique DNA
blueprint for each individual. As Jesus observes in Luke: “But
even the very hairs of your head are all numbered” (Luke
12:7).

We might wonder why a civilization with truly advanced
capabilities would bother with gathering and recording such
trivial data, but the answer evidently lies in the very fact that
they are so advanced that it is no bother at all. For a civiliza-
tion hundreds of thonsands, or millions, of years in our future
to keep track of the DNA patterns of a few billion humans on
a few thousands or millions of planets would probably pose no
greater problems than exist for the motor vehicle departments
of our own states in keeping track of automobile registrations
or the FBI of fingerprints.

And if they do keep track of individuals, then focusing
energies on selected ones of them which could teleport them,
in an instant, to a predetermined gathering place would prob-
ably be no more difficult than for us to select specific people, at
widely scattered points, to communicate with by dialing tele-
phone numbers.

Is A Worrpwine TTC PossiBLe?

At the opening of the last chapter our attempt to imagine
the return of the Celestials suggested that they would com-
municate with those left behind, when the righteous are caught
up by a worldwide Thought Transference Communications
System. What does futurology have to say about such an idea?

We take it for granted, in the last half of the twentieth cen-
tury, that we can communicate with almost anyone in the
civilized areas of our world, by telephone, in a matter of
minutes, or at most a few hours. Even in areas where there are
no telephone lines, or at times when we are away from tele-
phone equipment, it is now becoming possible to reach people
at will. The introduction of privately owned short-wave senders
and receivers into autos and homes, and the possibility even of
carrying portable versions in a briefcase or pocket, is rapidly
revolutionizing personal communications. Soon we may be
able to comrmunicate with those we care to from moment to
moment no matter where they are or what we or they may be
doing.
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The receiving of messages anywhere in the world without
special equipment, however, is another matter. To make this
possible some method of energizing brain cells without going
through the usual channels of the senses must be employed.
Recent theories of learning and memory suggest that sensory
experience sets up electrical activity in the brain which persists
for a short time. This accounts for short-term memory. As this
activity continues it seems to produce changes in the chemical
structure of the RNA contained in the brain cells. These fairly
permanent changes are the basis of learning and long-term
memory. Experiments have shown that electrodes implanted in
the brain, or even equipment that generates strong electro-
magnetic fields placed against the skull, can also set up electrical
activity which generates memories. It seems likely, to our own
futurologists, that a time may come when electromagnetic
signals generated at a distance can impose thought pattemns on
the brain. If this could be accomplished, then each of us could
be linked with a central communications center which could
impose thoughts at will. If it contained a computer with a vast
memory bank we might even acquire direct and immediate
access to the world’s knowledge, or receive day-to-day instruc-
tions, without having to go through ordinary leamning processes
or depending on direct contact with istructors. Speaking of
this, Robert Prehoda, a well-known consultant in technologi-
cal forecasting for the aerospace industries, says: “A direct link
of human intelligence with electronic systems might permit
computer stored information to be fed directly into the brain.
Equally important, human knowledge might be quickly trans-
ferred to the computer'’s memory system. A human brain
directly linked to an advanced intelligence amplifier would pre-
sent awesome possibilities. Man might become a ‘supercyborg’
with instant access to all of civilization’s recorded infor-
mation.”®

To a civilization that can keep continuous track of each in-
dividual on a planet, the monitoring and recording of every
persor’s thoughts and the imposition of knowledge and in-
structions by “thought transference” would be a rather obvious
technological development. The Scriptures seem to suggest
that the Celestials’ monitoring activity extends not only to in-
dividual acts but to thoughts as well. Speaking of this, Jesus
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reminds his disciples, “But when ye pray, use not vain repeti-
tions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be
heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto
them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of,
before ye ask him” (Matthew 6:7-8).

One of the most interesting applications of such a techno-
logical development, as Prehoda discusses, would be in impart-
ing large bodies of knowledge by instant imprinting of the
brain. This would take place in much the same way that a
pressing machine can record an extended piece of music, which
might take thirty or forty minutes of performance, as an instan-
taneous imprint on the surface of a record disc. In this way a
person might instantaneously learn a branch of mathematics
or a foreign language.

Such a procedure could even be imposed on a large number
of people simultaneously by simply irradiating their brains with
suitable electromagnetic or other information-carrying signals.
This would make the sky broadcast of our opening scenario a
possibility. People all over the world would sense they were
hearing a “foreign” language, yet surprisingly would under-
stand it, no matter what their native tongue, if their brains had
been programmed by a worldwide instant language course im-
posed as the Celestials land.

That an advanced civilization could accomplish such a feat
in a takeover of the world seems less improbable when we read
our own futurologists’ predictions about “learning machines”
and instant education.

Arthur C. Clarke, for example, says: “The mechanical edu-
cator could impress on the brain in a matter of a few minutes,
knowledge and skills which might otherwise take a lifetime to
acquire. Impressing information directly onto the brain, so that
we can know things without ever learning them seems. .. im-
possible today . . . Though I have no idea how it would really
operate and suggest that it may be a complex of techniques, -
rather than a piece of mechanical hardware, I feel fairly con-
vinced that the mechanical educator will be invented.”®

“OnNE LIk unTO THE SON oF MAN”

The last technological marvel which we discussed in our
reconstruction of the Celestials’ takeover was the use of hu-
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manlike robots to carry out their plans and to enforce their
will. Again our description of such a robot was not fanciful.
The Scriptures give 2 number of detailed accounts of these de-
vices which closely support our description.

In Revelation, John tells of an encounter with one in these
words: “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind
me a great voice, as of a trumpet. ... And I turned to see the
voice that spake with me....I saw...one like unto the Son
of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt
about the paps with a golden girdle. His head and his hairs
were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were as a
flame of fire: And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned
in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. . ..
and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength” (Revela-
tion 1:10-16).

If John's description is to be believed, what he saw, like
our robot in the last chapter, had a human form; had a chest
and feet which appeared metallic; had burning, laserlike eyes,
and was capable of emitting a swordlike beam from its mouth
that could destroy whatever got in its way. Other descriptions
given in the Bible also suggest these devices emit some sort of
radiation which can produce drowsiness in humans and neu-
tralize their resistance to the robot’s control. In an encounter
reported in Daniel, in the Old Testament, the writer tells
how he saw “a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were
girded with fine gold of Uphaz: His body also was like the beryl,
and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as
lamps of fire, and his arms and feet like in colour to polished
brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.
... Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the
voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face, and
my face toward the ground” (Daniel 10:5-6, 9}.

Apparently the Celestials have a great varicty of robots (or
“servomechanisms,” as futurologists sometimes call them),
and they are not always human in form. They are generally re-
ferred to, in the Old Testament, by the Hebrew word keruwb,
which is translated “cherub.” And although scholarly tradition
has regarded cherubim as a species of angel, it is clear, if one
examines the variety of uses to which cherubim were put, that
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they were mechanical devices and not supernatural beings.

In the first place they are usually described as having a metal-
lic appearance and often have mechanical appendages such
as wheels or wings. Not infrequently they emit flamelike rays
like a “two-edged sword.” Also the uses to which they are put
suggest craftwork rather than living beings. Samuel and David
state that the Lord “rode upon a cherub” (II Samuel 22:11,
Psalms 18:10), It seems very unlikely that these Bible writers
meant to say the Lord travels piggy-back on an angel. It is
much more logical to suppose they were referring to some sort
of flying craft. In Exodus 26:31 the Lord instructs Moses to
make the veil of the tabernacle from “fine twined linen of
cunning work: with cherubim shall it be made.” Evidently the
word keruwb here refers to one of the oldest servomechanisms
of all, the spindle, which substitutes for the twirling action of
the fingers in spinning thread. The contention of some modern
scholars that this passage means that Moses was to embroider
cunningly worked angels on the veil will not stand up under
criticism, When the Lord wanted embroidery he said so, as in
Exodus 28:39, where he tells Moses to embroider the priests’
coats. The word used here is the Hebrew term tashbets
(“threads in squares” to “embroider” or “set”). The word
used in 26:31, in connection with cherubim, is the Hebrew
word asah, which means “do” or “make.” This clearly implies
that the cherubim are tools used in the construction of the veil
~—not ormaments “set” on them.

From all these references it is evident that the Celestials
have turned most routine labor in their civilization over to
various kinds of servomechanisms operated by computerized,
artificial intelligence,

The difficulty which Bible scholars have found in discover-
ing the exact nature of cherubim lies in the fact that they have
no exact nature. William Smith states their perplexity in his
Bible Dictionary when he says, “What this peculiar cherubic
form was is perhaps an impenetrable mystery.”*

We shall try to penetrate this mystery in much greater detail
in later chapters, where we analyze the civilization of the
Celestials. For the time being, however, it is enough to notice
that their servomechanisms can do common labor such as spin-
ning or fetching and carrying; they can protect property and
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carry out law enforcement as the cherubim “placed at the east
of the Garden of Eden” with “a flaming sword which turned
every way, to keep the way of the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24)
did. These cherubim were evidently either our familiar manlike
robots, or fixed barriers that emitted laser beams similar to
those used in cutting and drilling in industrial processes today.
In addition to performing such lowly tasks, other cherubim in
the Bible can also transport people and can fly, and the most
advanced of them look and act very much like human beings.

The portrait of the robot in our opening episode is not fanci-
ful; it is biblical and, according to the Scriptures, such devices
will play a crucial role in the Celestials’ imminent takeover of
our planet. They will carry out the drudgery of the occupation
government's work; they will suppress resistance to its rule, and
they will perform courier and low-level administrative duties.

Equipped with elaborate, long-range sensors, possessing ad-
vanced automotive and manipulation systems, armed with
death-ray laser beams and programmed with artificial intelli-
gence, such devices will make the Celestials’ takeover of our
world as swift and irresistible as the Bible claims it will be,
And through them the warlike and rebellious of all nations
will be brought into submission and ruled “with a rod of iron;
as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers...”
(Revelation 2:27).

“To Ever BE witeH THE Lorp”

For the righteous, however, who are caught up “to ever be
with the Lord,” the 1,000-year provisional government, and the
permanent acceptance into the Celestial Confederation which
will follow, will usher in an era of unparalleled peace, afflu-
ence and splendor. The wonders of a millennial age in which
the arid lands of the earth are reclaimed to fertile abundance,
pollution is eliminated, and war, famine, crime, disease and
death are abolished are difficult to imagine. Looking down the
long centuries to the glories of this period, the Old Testament
Prophet Isaiah rhapsodizes: “The wilderness and the solitary
place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and
blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice
even with joy and singing. . . . Then the eyes of the blind shall
be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then
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shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb
sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams
in the desert. . . . And an highway shall be there, and a way, and
it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not
pass over it. .. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads:
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away” (Isaiah 35:1-2, 5-6, 8, 10).

‘Who are the Celestials who promise such a heritage? Why
have they selected us as their heirs? What must we do to claim
our inheritance? In the next chapter we will take a closer look
at our benefactors.



CHAPTER 1V

WHO ARE
THE CELESTIALS?

Al flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh
of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another
of birds. There are also celestial bodies and bodies terrestrial:
but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the ter-
restrial is another.

—Paul, I Corinthians 15:39-40

Is AnvonE OuTr THERE?

In the Renaissance, when Columbus set out on his famous
voyage, most educated Europeans regarded him as a dreamer
and a fool. The Earth round? You could get to the Indies by
sailing west? Didn’t the Bible speak of the “four corners of the
earth” (Isaiah 11:12; Revelation 7:1)? How could it be round,
then? And, even if it were, how could there be people on
the other side? They would be hanging heads downward.
Wouldn't they fall off? And wouldn’t Columbus and his sail-
ors, too, as they sailed around to the underside? These argu-
ments seemed obvious to most good churchmen, in Columbus’
day, and even to the court astronomers.

The idea that there might be vast continents beyond the
shores of Europe, Asia and Africa seemed as fantastic to them
as the idea of other inhabited worlds seems to many of us to-
day. More fantastic, probably, since they believed the world to
be small, flat and square. Not far beyond the familiar trade
routes lay troubled seas teeming with monsters and dragons.
Daring travelers had seen them rearing out of storm-tossed
waves near the awful edge of the earth where thundering
waters spilled into the void below, like some hellish Niagara.
A few had turned back in time and lived to tell their tall tales
to marveling listeners back home. How, then, could there be
vast lands with millions of inhabitants beyond such horrors?
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Would 2 good God have created them there knowing they
could never be reached by his true faith and church which had
been revealed, once and for all, at the center of the earth in
Palestine?

Half a millennium after Columbus, we are in much the same
position today. Good churchmen and self-appointed “author-
ities” are assuring us that the idea of millions of worlds beyond
our own, containing thousands, or millions, of advanced civili-
zations is totally without foundation and even absurd. God
created this planet as a one-time special setting for a one-time
special creation. Why would he want other creations? Doesn’t
the Bible say that God put “lights in the firmament of the
heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for
signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years” and “for lights
in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth”
{Genesis 1:14-15)? Isn’t this Scripture just as plain as the ones
that say the earth has “four comers”? Obviously the stars and
planets are just up there for farmers’ almanacs and so coun-
try people can get along without street lights.

And the idea that those stars are surrounded by worlds con-
taining magnificent civilizations that surpass our own? How
could any civilization excel our own? Haven't we already
topped the wildest flights of imagination in creating vacuum
cleaners and moon rockets and splendid neutron and hydrogen
bombs?

What would a really advanced civilization do that could go
beyond these things? Even our best science-fiction writers,
for the most part, imagine only bigger and better gadgetry,
totally automated economies instead of mere vacuum sweepers;
intergalactic rockets instead of moon rockets; stellar explosions
instead of hydrogen bombs. But the people themselves—their
social systems and laws; their art and recreation; their moral
values and religions? Undoubtedly it is much harder for us to
imagine a Celestial civilization millions of years ahead of us
than it was for American Indians, without the wheel, horse or
gun, to imagine European civilization before Columbus came.

Yet a truly advanced civilization has already been here. It
was witnessed thousands of years ago by a number of percep-
tive human scribes, Detailed accounts of their visit can be read
in the collection of books called the Bible. In its pages we find
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a wealth of information about those ancient astronauts whom
it calls God and the angels. It gives us descriptions of their
physical appearance, their language, their habits, rituals and
values. It tells of their architecture, their art, their agriculture,
their government and their moral precepts. It describes their
spacecraft, their communications systems, their weapons and
their use of unknown energy forms which can perform miracles
of healing, restoration and even resurrection! Let’s take a look
at what it has to say about our Celestial forebears.

“Many Mansions”

We have already seen that the New Testament suggests
there are other inhabited worlds. Jesus” famous remark that “in
my father's house are many mansions” {John 14:2) was made
to his disciples just before “he was parted from them, and
carried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51). He prefaced it by say-
ing, “I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2}. The impli-
cation is clearly that the “place” he went to and prepared was
off this world. It was his father's (the Lord God’s) “house.”
The Greek word used for “house” here is oikia, which is usu-
ally translated as a “family” or “household.” Jesus’ statement
that God's “family” or “household” contains many “man-
sions” uses another Greek word, mone, which implies specific
“abodes” or “staying places.” If the “household” of the Celes-
tials is in the heavens and contains many inhabited “abodes”
or “staying places,” then it seems clear that Jesus’ reference was
to some sort of family, or confederation, of inhabited worlds to
which, according to the gospel writers, he returned after his
resurrection. This “family” would presumably consist of the
Celestials’ home planet and all of the others which they have
colonized,

What do modern astronomers and exobiologists (researchers
into extraterrestrial life) have to say about the possibility of
other inhabited worlds and advanced civilizations?

Since the publication of Erich von Diniken’s Chariots of
the Gods? first made the ancient-astronaut hypothesis popular,
there has been a rash of critics who have tried to refute the
idez of life on other worlds. Most of them either try to argue
that it is impossible or take the gentler position that there is
no good reason for thinking it is so. Like Columbus’ critics,
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who argued the impossibility of other inhabited continents on
this world, these critics have used everything, from Bible quo-
tations and pseudoscience to sarcasm and appeals to their own
“authority,” to bolster their contention that the universe is a
junkyard of dead matter with the single exception of our own
planet, Earth.

A few examples will serve to point up the parallel between
Columbus and his medieval-scholastic critics and our present
exobiologists and their critics. Weread in Gods in Chariots and
Other Fantasies, by the Australian archaeologist Clifford Wil-
son, that “amino acids in atmospheric particles from space” do
not prove there is life out there because “the fact is. .. that
such molecules are dramatically different from any life as we .
know it.”"

What do the experts have to say about this? In the first
place, amino acids (the building blocks of DNA and the basis
of all life as we know it) were not found just in atmospheric
particles, as Dr. Wilson states, but also inside meteorites from
outer space. Atmospheric particles could be of purely earthly
origin; meteorites could not. These amino acids clearly come
from somewhere “out there.” And current astronomical
theory regards these meteorites as being the debris from which
other worlds are typically constructed. If they have amino
acids inside them, they clearly do prove, contrary to Dr. Wil-
son, that at least the building blocks of life as we know it exist
on other worlds. Again we read in Dr. Wilson’s book that
“there is not yet any good evidence that there is even a single
planet outside our solar system.”? Yet Gerrit L. Verschuar,
expert on radio astronomy and professor of astrogeophysics at
the University of Colorado, asserts, in The Invisible Universe
(published before Dr. Wilson’s book): “There is direct evi-
dence for at least two other planetary systems associated with
nearby stars. Both Barnard’s Star and Epsilon Eridani, in the
way they are observed to move across the sky, show indications
of one or more companions of Jupiterlike mass. Recently, the
proper motions of a number of other stars have been measured
with sufficient accuracy to suggest that they, too, have planets
that orbit about them.”?

Summarizing this whole issue, Carl Sagan, one of the world’s
foremost exobiologists and professor of astronomy at Cornell
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University, says: “Both theory and observation now suggest
that planets are a common, if not invariable, accompaniment
of stars . ..” And he elsewhere states, “We now know that the
building blocks for the origim of life are in the cards of physics
‘and chemistry; whenever standard primitive atmospheres are
exposed to common energy sources, the building blocks of life
on Earth drop out of the atmosphere in times of days or weeks.
Otganic compounds have been found in meteorites and inter-
stellar space.”™

From these expert opinions, then, we can see that the idea
of life on other worlds is far more believable, in our own day,
than the idea of transoceanic life was in Columbus’ time and
has far more evidence to support it.

Yet, as any elementary-school child knows, Columbus was
right. And the elementary-school children of tomorrow will
know that myriads of inhabited worlds lie beyond the reach of
our present-day rockets. Unlike Dr. Wilson, many Bible schol-
ars and churchmen, as well as scientists, are now recognizing
this near certainty of life on other worlds. In a news release,
the evangelist Billy Graham stated: “I firmly believe there is
intelligent life in outer space . . . beings who probably look like
the average American . . . They're probably at least as advanced
as us, and possibly more advanced—which means they may
have found answers to many of the problems we face on Farth.
Disease, war, environmental pollution may be nonexistent on
these other living planets.”®

“In OQur Inace”

When it comes to the question of what these other worldly
beings are like, we are not confined to guesswork. One race of
them, at least, has visited us, and the Bible writers who tell of
it assert that we were made in their image. We, mankind, are
the mirror in which their likeness is revealed. The best in our
minds and culture faintly suggests the sublime range of their
civilization and the loftiness of their moral purposes. But the
resemblance is not just mental or cultural. If we were remod-
eled by genetic engineering, in the likeness of an alien race,
then Billy Graham’s suggestion that there is life in outer space
which resembles the average American (or European or Asian
or African, for that matter) merely affirns what was stated
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long ago in the Bible. We are in their physical image, as well.

In the first chapter of Genesis we read that God said, “Let
us make man in our image, after our likeness,” and “So God
created man in his own image; in the image of God created
he him; male and female created he them” (Genesis 1:26-27).

There are some who would argue that this passage simply
means that man is like God in some immaterial way—his
mind, his moral nature or his soul. They would insist that God
is an immaterial, spiritual being, and therefore man could not
resemble him in a physical way. Those who believe this are
the victims of a misunderstanding which arose after the Bible
was written.

As we will show in the next chapter, the term “God” is used
in the Bible to refer to two different creators. One is the un-
seen ultimate Creative Power of the universe which creates and
sustains everything. It is often referred to as a “spirit,” as when
John says, “Geod is a Spirit” {John 4:24). But the Greek and
Hebrew words used in the Bible for “spirit” simply mean a
“breath” or “wind.” What they imply is that a spirit, like the
wind, is an unseen power. And when John says, “God is a
Spirit,” he means that the Creator of the universe is an unseen
power.

The idea that a spirit is a kind of immaterial, ghostly person
was foreign to the Bible writers and crept into Christian-
ity in the early centuries after the Bible was written. Plato, the
Greek philosopher, had taught that the material world is just
a shadow of a higher, immaterial world. His follower, Plotinus,
taught that God, as the highest reality, must be wholly im-
material. Early church fathers, such as Augustine, wanted to
harmonize Christian doctrine with this Greek thinking which
dominated their world. As a result, and over the centuries, the
idea developed that God and the angels, as the highest reali-
ties, are immaterial and “spiritual”; the everyday world, as the
lowest reality, is mere matter, and man is somewhere in be-
tween—a godlike soul in a material body.

So when John said, “God is a Spirit,” he did not mean that
the Creative Power that brought the universe into being is a
ghostly person. And he was not speaking of the same creator
who made man in his image. That creator is also referred to
as “God” in the Bible (or the “Lord God” at times), but he
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is clearly not an “unseen power.” He is quite personal, material
and humanlike (or rather, humans are like him), as we will
presently show.

The confusion of these two creators—one an unseen power,
the other a flesh-and-blood astronaut from another world—
has arisen because the first two chapters of the Bible, which
tell about the creation of the world and man, are the result of
a succession of editorial efforts. Using several sources of oral
tradition, early editors, such as Moses, tried to weld them into
a consistent account. Later, priestly editors, who found dis-
crepancies in this early work, made even further changes and
corrections. Because of this it seems that these two chapters
tell the creation story twice over: once in very general terms,
in the first chapter, and again, in much greater detail, with the
emphasis on the creation of man, in the second chapter.

A careful study of these two narratives shows, however, that
they are not two descriptions of the same creation. Even a
casual inspection of their order in telling the events of creation
suggests that this is so. The first account, in the first chapter,
says that “God” created vegetation, marine life, fowls of the
air, land animals and man—male and female (Genesis 1:11-
26)—in that order. The second, in the second chapter, says the
“Lord God” formed man, put him in the Garden, made vege-
tation to grow, formed land animals and birds and brought
them to Adam for naming, and, last of all, caused a deep sleep
to fall on Adam and took out one of his ribs, from which he
formed woman (Genesis 2:7-22).

In the first account life is created in the same order evolu-
tionary biology claims—vegetation, sea animals, land animals
and last of all, man—male and female. In the second, man
comes first, then the plants and lower animals and, last of all,
woman.

And just as these two accounts describe two separate crea-
tions—one a general evolutionary creation and the other a
special, experimental creation in the Garden of Eden—so
there are two creators. And it is the second of these that in-
terests us here, for it is in his image that we were made.
Though editorial lifting and rearranging have made it seem
that the statement “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness . ..” refers to the evolutionary creator (since it occurs
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in the first narrative), we will show that it could only refer to
the Lord God of the second narrative, a flesh-and-blood astro-
naut from another world.

This creator and his companions, the angels, are the ancient
astronauts who visited us so long ago and are soon returning to
complete their colonization of the earth., They are the gods
(elohim) whose image we mirror, for they are our ancestors
and we their heirs. And it is from an examination of ourselves
and clues given in the Scriptures that we can find the answer
to that all-important question, “Who are the Celestials?”

In the early centuries of Christianity, after the doctrine that
God and the angels are immaterial had become established,
church fathers discouraged interpretations which made them
too human. They reasoned that a “spiritual” being could
not have a physical form. Later, anthropologists called the
tendency of primitive peoples to worship manlike gods “an-
thropemorphism” (from two Greek words meaning “human-
form”). Modern theologians have followed the early church
fathers in viewing anthropomorphism as naive and ignorant.

If, however, the Celestials are flesh and blood, then they
must have a physical form, and if they made man in their
image there is nothing naive in assuming that form would be
human.

In the end, then, we come back to the simple scriptural
statement that “God created man in his own image” (Genesis
1:27}. And that the resemblance is physical, as well as mental
and spiritual, there can be no doubt, for the Lord God him-
self states that he is a physical flesh-and-blood being in a direct
quote given a little later in Genesis. Deploring the depravity
into which man has fallen, after his original sin and expulsion
from the Garden, the Lord says: “My Spirit shall not always
strive with man for that he also is flesh” (Genesis 6:3). Now
the question this raises is “also” in addition to whom? It is
clear, from the preceding passage, that the “also” refers to the
Lord himself. The implication is that if the Lord and his
angels are flesh and can live up to the difficult standards the
Lord sets, then it is not unreasonable to ask man to do so too.
The Lord, being flesh, knows what flesh is capable of and will
not settle for less than man’s best. Therefore, his spirit will not
always strive with men’s wrongdoing.
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If further proof is needed on this point, there is much of it
throughout the entire Bible. The Lord walks in the Garden in
the cool of the day and calls out to Adam and Eve (Genesis
3:8)—he is sensitive to heat and cold and produces sound
waves in the air. He confronts Cain and Abel and receives
offerings of food {which he presumably eats) and converses
with them (Genesis 4:3-15). Moses talks “face to face” with
the Lord “as a man speaketh unto his friend” (Exodus 33:11)
and on one occasion actually catches a view of his “back parts”
(Exodus 33:23).

When it comes to angels, both the Old and New Testa-
ments tell constantly of how men encounter angels and mis-
take them for ordinary human beings. In Genesis, Abraham
and Lot both entertain angels with food and drink, mistaking
them, at first, for mere human travelers. Lot’s degenerate
neighbors even try to get him to turn over his guests to them
so that they can force them intp acts of sexual perversion—
again failing to recognize that they are not ordinary humans
{Genesis 19:4-5). Jacob is surprised by an angel, while asleep
and waiting for his brother, and mistaking him for a2 human
intruder, wrestles with him all night before discovering his
mistake (Genesis 32:24-30). This is especially interesting
since it implies the angel was solid enough to wrestle with
and was closely matched in strength by an ordinary human.
And it is evident the angel did not just take on a human form
for this special occasion. The circumstances show he was taken
by surprise and anxious to get on about his business, which
was clearly not with Jacob. Evidently he was going about in
his ordinary, everyday manner and appearance.

Speaking of such episodes the writer of Hebrews, in the
New Testament, admonishes early Christians, “Be not forget-
ful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares” (Hebrews 13:2). Evidently then, in spite of
medieval theology and contrary to medieval paintings, God
and the angels are not transparent bits of ectoplasm decked
out with wings. Such ideas are figments of the theologians’ and
artists’ imaginations. The Lord God and angels of the Bible
are living, flesh-and-blood beings who so closely resemble hu-
mans as to be indistinguishable from them except for their
behavior and skills.
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The differences between us and them lie in their achieve-
ments and civilization rather than in their nature or form.
They, coming from worlds perhaps millions or billions of years
older than ours, have had untold ages to perfect their natures
and endowments in a civilization advanced beyond our wildest
flights of imagination. As the Apostle Paul says of it: “Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love
him” (I Corinthians 2:9).

How Abpvancep Is ApvanceDd?

As we said earlier, our futurologists and writers of science
fiction and fantasy have shown limited capacity for imagining
our own future advancement or that of life on other worlds.
More often than not their attempts have been confined to
describing various technological wonders which they imagine
these civilizations might produce. And undoubtedly truly ad-
vanced civilizations must greatly surpass us in technological
capabilities. As Carl Sagan observes, some of them could prob-
ably “rework the cosmos.” He even goes so far as to suggest
we cannot absolutely rule out the possibility that quasars and
high-intensity gravitational waves coming from the center of
the universe might be evidences of “extra-terrestrial intelli-
gences.”® _

The fact that very advanced civilizations could doubtless do
these things does not mean that they would spend most of
their time and energy accomplishing them, however. There are
other kinds of advancement that might seem more important
to highly civilized Celestials. Even i our own history there
are moderately advanced civilizations, such as those of China
and India, that did not choose the path of technological ad-
vancement taken by the West.

OTHER KINDS OF ADVANCEMENT

When we ask what other sorts of advancement civilizations
millions or billions of years in our future might prefer, the
problem offers a wide field for speculation. The best guide-
lines we have come from our own advanced nontechnological
civilizations and the hints given about the Celestials in the
Scriptures.
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Obviously, one high-priority option would be the understand-
ing and control of their own natures. The reason for this is
apparent if we reflect on our own situation for a moment.

We have, for example, much of the scientific know-how
needed to solve our most pressing human problems, such as
pollution, disease, war, crime and menta) illness. Our problem
is not so much lack of technology as it is lack of willingness to
use our technology in a humane way when it conflicts with
the short-range interests of power groups.

We could, for instance, easily eliminate pollution if we
could get the auto industry, manufacturers, the government
and consumers to do the things environmental scientists tell
us are necessary. But these groups will not because it would
slow business, hurt profits, take extra effort and require a more
austere life style.

Similarly, we could prevent wars if we would give up our
narrow national loyalties and support a worldwide system of
law and disarmament. And if we stopped wars we could save
half of most national budgets and apply these funds to solving
other problems such as famine, disease, mental illness and
crime,

In all these ways we are a civilization that is technologically
too advanced for its moral capabilities, We have more tech-
nology than we can wisely use for human good. As a result
much of our technology is used to serve our basest and most
animalistic desires and to exploit and destroy one another.
When we reflect on these problems that plague us at a
moderately advanced level of development, it is obvious that
our greatest need is not more technology but to catch up with
what we already have, in the moral and social spheres.

It seems logical, then, that a truly advanced civilization
would reach a point where technology would not be pursued
as an end in itself, but would be limited to what could be used
for truly human purposes. And at this point it would then
concentrate its major energies on developing a social order in
which private morality and social justice are universal,

After developing enough gadgetry to make life reasonably
secure and comfortable, it would turn its attention to more im-
portant goals—eradicating the selfishness, perversion and evil
m its members which nullifies the value of so much of our
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technology. And in their place it would try to create, probably
by a combination of genetic engineering and education, a gen-
eral condition of brotherhood and love for fellow creatures.

The Bible makes it clear that this is one of the highest
priorities in the civilization of the Celestials. And this is
doubtless why their concern in training us to share it with
them is that we develop along similar lines.

ReQUIREMENTS FOR CELESTIAL CITIZENSHIP

This is why the Bible does not suggest that the humans
chosen as their heirs will necessarily be the rich of the earth, or
those with advanced degrees or powerful positions in society.

Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not re-
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter
therein” (Luke 18:17). His point was not that one must be
naive, or ignorant, or simpleminded, but rather that candidates
must be guileless and possess the loving, trustful nature of chil-
dren,

Again, he said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit” (Matthew
5:3), “the meek” (5:5), “they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness” (5:6), “the merciful” (5:7), “the pure in
heart” (5:8), “the peacemakers” (5:9). Once more his point
was not that there is a premium on being a loser—it was rather
that people who are genuinely humble, gentle, good and peace-
ful fit into an advanced society which prizes virtue and justice
more than people who are opportunistic, greedy, ruthless and
evil. In short, what Jesus was saying was that the Celestials -
want fellow citizens who are (to use a quaint and rather old-
fashioned term) righteous.

Mino Over MATTER

We can further assume that truly advanced civilizations
might develop other powers we are just beginning to under-
stand. Some of these would undoubtedly lie in the area we
call “psychic” or “paranormal.” If it were possible to achieve
many of the technical feats we now perform, with machines,
by purely mental means—by what parapsychologists call “tele-
kinesis” and “telepathy” and “clairvoyance”—then this would
be preferable to the clumsy and expensive hardware we pres-
ently use for these purposes. Our own researchers are be-
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ginning to suspect there are forms of power, or energy, which
link mind and matter. If this is so, then it may be possible,
through purely mental efforts and without gadgetry of any
kind, to perform “miracles” of communication, diagnosis, heal-
ing and perhaps even the neutralizing of physical laws such as
those manifested in death or gravitation. Recent studies indi-
cate that exceptional humans are sometimes able to insert
their hands through living tissues without making incisions or
leaving wounds. Others can bend metal objects or influence
sealed scientific instruments by what appear to be purely
mental efforts.

The Bible indicates, in many places, that this is a line of
advancement taken by the Celestials and that they often use
it in preference to ordinary mechanical technology. Thus Jesus
speaks of such a power, which he calls “faith.” In describing
its awesome potentialities he tells his disciples, “. . . verily I say
unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall
say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it
shall remove: and nothing shall be impossible unto you” (Mat-
thew 17:20). In another passage, the gospel writer John tells
how Jesus performed a feat similar to that of psychic surgeons
in passing into a closed room without opening the door and
apparently without leaving a hole. Of this he says: “Then the
same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the
doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of
the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you” (John 20:19). Other accounts by the
gospel writers also tell of other feats in which Jesus apparently
neutralized laws of nature, as when he walked on water (Mat-
thew 14:25-26) or levitated into the heavens at his final ascen-
sion (Mark 16:19, Luke 24:51).

Annp Hicuer THings

Apart from moral, social and technical advancement we can
also surmise that a greatly advanced civilization would devote
much of its energies to what we call the “higher” things in life—
the arts, pure scientific and philosophical inquiry, religion and
social enjoyment.

In the Bible there are occasional glimpses into the heavenly
life of the Celestials which suggest that this is so. Evidently
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poetry and music play a rather large part in their activities, for
there are many accounts of choral groups singing hymns or
songs of praise—angels sang when Jesus was bom (Luke
2:13), the redeemed sing around the throne of God (Revela-
tion 5:9). Perhaps this is where the idea got started that peo-
ple in heaven spend their time singing and playing on harps.
Evidently, too, they prize great vocal art. Satan, the alleged
choirmaster of heaven, before his fall, is discussed by God, in
Ezekiel 28, and in listing his perfections God says, “the work-
manship of thy tablets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee
in the day thou wast created” (Ezekiel 28:13).

The elaborate ornamentation of Eden, with its jewellike
materials and streets of “transparent gold”; and its garden with
“every tree that is pleasant to the sight” {Genesis 2:9), sug-
gests a highly developed concern for the visual arts such as
architecture and landscape gardening, '

In a similar way there are many suggestions throughout the
Bible of the Celestials’ concern for pure scientific research and
philosophical inquiry. Nowhere else is the extent of their ac-
complishments in science, or the profundity of their wisdom,
so dazzlingly presented as in the Book of Job. Here, the Lord,
in reproving Job for his audacity in questioning God’s pur-
poses, says, “Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or
hast thou walked in search of the depth? Have the gates of
death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors of
the shadow of death? Hast thou perceived the breadth of the
earth? declare if thou knowest it all. Where is the way where
light dwelleth? and as for darkness, where is the place there-
of. ... Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or
loose the bands of Orion? Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth
in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?
Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the
dominion thereof in the earth? ... Who hath put wisdom in
the inward parts? or who hath given understanding to the
heart?” (Job 38:16-19, 31-33, 36). In what is perhaps the most
famous reproof in all of literature the Lord belittles Job’s pre-
sumption in questioning him with a catalogue of the Celes-
tials’ accomplishments which is overwhelming. Over the course
of almost four chapters the list continues with references to
physics, astronomy, geology, meteorology, physiology, psychol-
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ogy, medicine, agriculture, botany and zoology. And these
references do not just indicate a nodding acquaintance with
these subjects but a mastery which makes human achievements
seem pitiful by comparison. Without boasting or false modesty
the Lord simply asserts that the Celestials can control weather,
manipulate the phenomena of life and death, create worlds
and, as Carl Sagan suggests, even “rework the cosmos” by
“binding the sweet influences of Pleiades” or “loosing the
bands of Odon.”

Again, there are numerous references which suggest that
religious ceremony and social intercourse are major preoccupa-
tions for the Celestials. At the very beginning of the Bible we
are told that the Lord God instituted and observes the sabbath
himself, for when he had finished the creation “he rested on
the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And
God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in
it he had rested from all his work which God created and
made” (Genesis 2:2-3). And again, in the last book of the
Bible, we have a description of an actual worship service tak-
ing place in the Celestials’ holy city. John the Revelator tells
how, after being taken up into what appears to be one of the
Celestials’ spacecraft, he saw a televised ceremony which
combined the features of a religious and patriotic celebration,
Speaking of it, he says, “And 1 beheld, and 1 heard the voice
of many angels round about the throne, and the beasts, and
the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory,
and blessing. . . . And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four
and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth
for ever and ever” {Revelation 5:11-12, 14).

And even though John’s report is phrased in the language
and imagery of a first-century Christian, steeped in Near East-
ern religious symbolism, the grandeur and importance of this
kind of celebration comes through to a twentieth-century
reader. It matters little whether the “throne” was a literal
throne or a command center in a control room, as we will
later try to show; it only adds to the credibility of the account
to discover that the “beasts” are really robots with artificial
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intelligence and the “elders” senior administrators in an inter-
galactic confederation of advanced civilizations. It also helps
to know that the “ten thousand times ten thousand” and
“thousands of thousands” of persons taking part in this re-
newal of allegiance to the confederation’s chief were not
physically present in the Celestials’ holy city. Their participa-
tion in the ceremony described was made possible by an inter-
galactic communications system similar to ones now being
planned by our own communications engineers. While these
would be limited to our own planet and would operate through
a system of space satellites, they would make possible the
linking of every person on this earth to an event being tele-
vised anywhere on its surface, and a similar two-way viewing
of the audience by those sending the broadcast. Of course, the
problems involved in a simultaneous two-way viewing of actors
and audience separated by galaxies would require a vastly dif-
ferent technology, and we will speculate on how this might
be possible in a later chapter in this book. But John’s descrip-
tion, better perhaps than any other in the entire Bible, reveals
the scope and the magnificence of the Celestials’ religious and
civic life.
To “Brine Forra Mazzarorn v His Season™

One of the most remarkable discoveries to come out of our
space-age interpretation of the Bible is that heaven, populated
by God, his angels and the redeemed, is not some never-never
land in a remote corner of the sky. Nor does it exist on a
supernatural, rather than a natural, plane as we were taught in
our childhoods. The “heaven” of the Bible is literally the
heavens of our natural universe. Its inhabitants (John’s “ten
thousand times ten thousand” and “thousands of thousands™)
are the populations of the “advanced civilizations” which Carl

n believes to exist on a million worlds throughout our own
Milky Way and on other unimaginable millions beyond. In
short, heaven is not a place, nor a city; it is an inconceivably
vast empire of worlds which embraces all of the more ad-
vanced civilizations in the universe and will one day, in the
near future, embrace us. Heaven is wherever the Celestials
have extended their colonization efforts and will soon, there-
fore, include our own planet as well. Its capital is the home
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base of the Celestials, a planet which they call “Mazzaroth”
and whose inhabitants are called “Nazarites.”” From this head-
quarters issue the decisions and policies which direct the
fortunes of a far-flung intergalactic confederation of advanced
civilizations—a confederation which makes our own United
Nations seem like a child’s toy by comparison.

The Bible gives only slender clues as to the exact location
of this headquarters. This is not surprising, since its writers
had only the most rudimentary knowledge of astronomy and
could only use the few stars and constellations with which they
were acquainted as guidelines. Such evidence as it does give,
however, indicates that their capital is in our own galaxy. The
key passage occurs in the Book of Job in a verse already
quoted from the thirty-eighth chapter. “Canst thou bring forth
Mazzaroth in his season? Or canst thou guide Arcturus with
his sons?” (Job 38:32). Bible scholars have generally regarded
this reference to Mazzaroth as one of the more obscure and
puzzling references in the Bible. The Hebrew word Mazzdrdh
used here is commonly regarded as being derived from nézir,
a root meaning “set apart for sacred purposes.” As we shall
presently see, it is also linked with “Nazarite,” a term used
throughout the Bible to refer to particular humans set apart
for the Lord’s purposes as his special servants. These Nazarites
are specifically instructed by the Lord, throughout the Bible, to
act and groom themselves in ways which are at variance with
the customs of the Hebrews from which they came. No razor
may touch their heads or faces, and they may not drink wine
or strong drink. Those who voluntarily take the vows of a
Nazarite, and are not set aside from birth, are also forbidden
to have any contact with dead bodies, including even their
closest relatives (Numbers 6:2-21). Among the outstanding
Nazarites of the Bible were Samuel, Samson and John the
Baptist.

Now this raises an interesting question. What connection is
there between a term used to designate the Lord’s special hu-
man servants and another designating, apparently, some sort
of astronomical or heavenly sign, or body?

Traditional scholars have assumed the connection is astro-
logical. The Hebrews had learned astrology from the Baby-
lonians during their long captivity, and the writer of Job was
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probably familiar with astrological lore. Since “Mazzarcth” is
mentioned in connection with heavenly bodies and constella-
tions, they argue it was probably a constellation “set apart”
(therefore the connection with “Nazir”) by the Hebrews, be-
cause they believed it had some special influence on the earth.
While no one has been able to identify this constellation the
theory has persisted for lack of a better one.

On the surface the theory seems plausible. As so often hap-
pens with puzzling and obscure passages, however, our space-
age interpretation suggests quite another meaning for “bring
forth Mazzaroth in his season”—a meaning which seems much
more specifically and amply supported by the Hebrew and by
what we already know about the Celestials.

The clue to the correct mterpretation of this passage lies in
the custom of designating certain humans as “Nazarites.” The
root nazir, from which the term comes, means much more
than just “set apart.” It implies setting apart for special sacred,
or holy, purposes—a consecration. This word was used of the
unpruned vines set apart during the sacred sabbath and Jubilee
years of the Hebrews (Leviticus 25:5). It was used in the
variant form of nezer for the gold plate on the front of the
high priest’s turban which was engraved with the words
“holiness belongs to Jehovah.” In the same way the official
headpiece, or diadem, worn by Israel’s ancinted kings was
called a nezer. All of these uses of nazir and nezer suggest,
then, that “Mazzaroth” was not just “set apart” by humans for
astrological purposes, but was rather “set apart” by the Celes-
tials for sacred purposes.

Some inkling of what these special purposes might be can
be gathered from considering the derivation of the Hebrew
word used here. Ancient Jewish sources, such as the Aramaic
Targum, equate “Mazzaroth” with the “Mazzaloth” of II
Kings 23:5 which speaks of the “hosts of heaven,” an expres-
sion later translators of the Bible have rendered as the
“constellations of the Zodiac” or the “twelve signs, or constel-
lations.”

“Mazzaloth,” however, is plural, and “Mazzaroth” is singu-
Iar, as is shown by the use of the Hebrew personal pronoun
immediately following it—“in his season.” Used in this singu-
lar form it is much closer to “Mezzalah” than “Mezzaloth.”






